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Hereas the Reverend  Incuml, 
St. Mary-le-Bow, (whom I þ 
for his Worth) has defir'd u 
vertiſement to be Publiſrd; [ This $ 
was Preach'd to the Great Offence of tte] 
- Niſter of the Pariſh, and ſome of the Hay 
and is now Publiſh'd contrary. to ther ji 
ment, and Friendly:Admonition ]: Tag 
fre the ſaid Incumbent to prope any Falſpud 
ther in Doctrine or Fact, and I ſhall readij 
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Norris, ( whem I love to think and ſpeak after,) 
ike Subterraneous Streams, unheard, unknown. 
Providence has now call d me (and I muſt not repine) 
Ieh a Service as has broke all thoſe Meaſures, and 
ne be taken up in the lips of talkers (and as 
xe e have it, though I hope moſt unjuſtly ) an In- 
y of the People, Ezek. 36. 3. I quickly foreſaw 
t this Undertaking would coſt mie dear; that it would 
ue me to thas uncomfortable Dilemma, this hard Choice, 
her to be Unfaithful to God, or Diſtaſtful to Man; 
| what ſhould I do? Decline it I could not, and Pre- 
cate in it I durſt not; left as God threatens Jeremiah 
17. I confound thee before them. For how could I 
rely promote the great Work of Reformation then before 
and point out and remove (which was my profeſt 
n) the Obſtacles that Iye in the way, and yet "balk 
Three laſt Objections, (under which all the harſh Gra- 
bart comes in) when ] knew in my Conſcience, ( and 
the World knows ) that thoſe are by far tbe greateſt Re- 
das to our Propreſs, and have done us more Miſchief 
v all the reſt together ? Though at the ſame time, they 
d not be touch d upon without giving ( as I knew they 
Id, and find they have, ) great Offence : But if I yet 
ed Men, I ſhould not be the Servant of Chrift, 
plain I could have no Motive but Duty to God, and 
charge of my Conſcience, to put me upon that which 
WH needs procure me many and powerful Enemies, and 
ele me in numberleſs Troubles; but the beſt on't it, I 


The Preface. 


before or ſince. On Saturday very late, the 18th 5 
inlet, Three Gentlemen (of whom I knew Two by Sight 40 
Third was 4 Perfect S ranger 92 came to my Houſe s 42 a 1 
once fred me to Preach the Reformation-Sermon on the 271 b. [- | 
e of I pected then (what they have ſince told me,) That they bo 
dil d elſewhere ; (it ſeems) one whom they depended os 1 
collar gene out of Town; and they try d others : in vain, at 8 
wy WW (Lender how it came into their heads.) the Pd i 
evi me. 1 objected the ſhortneſs of the warning, 4 | vie ih: 
„ uch daily inter ruption pon the account of ; ry Chay oof ; Tl 
icure, of 
4 
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„He is a God Man, others, Nay ; but Toe heard | 
, He Deceiveth the People; for what I have 
id is notoriouſly True z and asty Fact, I am rendyto mala 
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th of eVery SYMP... on on Aw I ; 
But Truth {tis ſaid) is not to N times, But, ke | 
think. rh6s js the Time ( ever) re undecervet World: = 
ben ape, ſeem almoſt, upon the Brink of Ruin, ang nothing 4 
ner. Cod] pur the timely Opening of People's Eyes con 
went if © And The P;. pir lus on Hrn rep Place; 


; ( 2227, © 
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( when God is concern d as be is in all this.) Thaw 
hen T Bave anſwered theſe few Objections 3, ich 


* 2 
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Obj. 1. 25 have us'd a ſtrange Freedom; and wy 
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= So hr. 
- An. T confeſs. the Charge, and fuſtiſy my ſelf f 
bit Prayer. of the Apoſtles, (whoſe Pattern ſure we m; 


4145 


ſafel folleio) Acts 4. 29. Grant unto thy ſervants, thy 
with all boldneſs they may ſpeak thy word; and i 
divers other Places of the Acts to 1 OY 
. .Ohj.2.7 eu have made ſeveral harſh Refle 10s upon 
Anw. 1 charge none but the Guilty ; - thoſe that are 1 
nocent are. no-wiſe.concernd, But if any conceive the 
- © Yelves mjurd; I reply with the Town-Clerk, Acts 19.3. 
The Law is open, and there are Deputies, let then 
impleadz or take hat other Method of Redreſs they ple 
Obj. 3. Come ſa you-are mad; and it ſeems they hay 
> the Authority of 4 Great Perſon for it; and ſure m n. 
An bis Senſes. mould ventire to ſpeak the Trath .o plainly i 


iti ime of day. I anſwer (and if they won believe n 


"They may chuſe ). in the wards of St. Paul , Acts 26.2 
I am nor. mad, — but ſpeak forth the words of tr 
2 Obj. 4. Yeu are nit ſerious enough. I have anſwer d th 
in the Sermon, I ſhall only add, Ridentem dicere verut 
quid vetat? A Man may be merry and yet in good earilf 
q and all. who have been my Hearers theſe Twelve Tears Wi 
bear me Witneſs, that I never affected to ſeem odd and ſt 
* gular, nor to imitate them, Qui captant Hominumril 
„ OONETOSDOO/ 
Qu. F. Lit e ? Anſw. It if acc 
1 1 7 Notes,with- * exattneſs : there is a good ＋ 
e was che, 


fl d, and I had not time to deliver: 
orb ing left out, except vo or three ſhort Paſſages, wii 
ueber were in my Notes: and nothing material alter dr 
$20 or three Ward: at the Printer's dere. 
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Any one that pleaſes may come to me, and peruſe my Not 
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* for File Satisfaction. I conclude rhe Preamble with ih 
 bearty. Prayer, That this ſmall Treatiſe may, by the Big 
* frug of G d, prove effectual. Acts 26. 18. o open Me 


"Eyes, and co turm chem from Parkneſs to Light, © 
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10 ut Judgment ſhall y return unto Riches: 4 
90 0 
* foe and all the wth ach in 2 gt, — 

nl Hall follow it. Yn 

Je Mt | 10 

5.2 Should think. my ſelf a nor ill Kuster E x 
(rut my time (one Minute whereof 1 grudge to 5 

1 be diverted from the main Buſinets of the 1 

4 th Day) ſhould I employ: it in calling a Conſult, f 

erung much leis in raiſing the whole Poſſe of Criticks, — 

me Scholiaſts; various Readings and Verſions, chat 9 

Cloud of Witneſſes Which often ſerve. to darken _ 10 

d 08 the Text; tho' to make the Citers Learning and 3 

rug Reputation clear, and ſtart a Myſtery, or ra- 7 

ther raiſe a: Miſt where there was none before: Me. 


At beſt they are like Winter. Nights, brig ny 
perhaps: a wholſom, but very Cold. Whereas . 


a, WE have warmer Work now before us, and E: 
wi an very laath it ſhould Cool in my Hands. 1241 
N 

h i 


thority may perhaps be expected, Mr. Weſley in 


man. 
I ſhall therefore content my ſelf with this 
plain, eaſie and obvious Senſe (which is gene- 
rally the beſt) and call in no other help but ſome 
paralel Texts, (one Text of Scripture, being the 
beſt Key to open the meaning of another.) 
But Judgment ſhall return unto Righteouſneſ, 
1. e. Juſtice ſhall begin once more tò run in the 
right Channel, the former Obſtructions being 
_ happily remov'd, and as 'tis expreft Am. F. 24 
Judgment run down as Waters, and Righteouſneſs a 
a mighty ſtream. And fo like Tigris and Euphrate; 
form one ſtrong and beautiful Current (“ or place 
« of broad Rivers and Streams) bear down all 
Dams, and force its way through all reſiſtance; 
to the ſame effect is that expreſſion, Mat. 12. 20 
Till he ſend forth Judgment unto Victory, i. e. to 
Triumph over Fraud, Lewdnels, Injuſtice and 
Oppreſſion. „F 
| For it is not (we know) always thus: Solomon 
had ſeen, and ſo have I too; And ] with it be not 
io now, Eccleſ. 3. 16. The place of Judgment, that 
Mic ledneſs was there, and the place of Righteouſneſs, 
that Jniguity was there. © That is, the very Foun- 
_ <. dations of the Earth out of courſe, but now 
4 they ſhould be eſtabliſht again upon their right 
% Baſis. I conceive the ſame thing to be intended, 
Pſal. 60. 4. Thou haſt given a Banner to them that 
fear thee, that it may be diſplayed becaufe of the 
Truth. i. e. God diſplays, as it were, his Royal 
Standard, and beats up for Volunteers; as in the 
verſe after my Text, Who will rife up for me againſt 
the Ewil-doers ? &c. And becauſe a taſte of Au- 


his Reformation Sermon upon this laſt Text, ary 
| 3 5 much 
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ch the ſame Explication; to whom as alſo for 
Context I refer you. | 1 
ell now, upon ſuch a bleſſed turn of Affairs, 
at Enſues? All the upright in Heart ſhall follow 
i. e. Every Sincere, Honeſt, Well- meaning 
riſtian, that has che true Love and fear of God, 


ing, Whoſe Heart God has touched, as tis ſaid of the 

24.8d that followed Saul, 1 Sam. 10. 26.) ſhall ob- 

Nee and ſtrike in with this favourable juncture of 

ate; Wovidence (For 4 Wiſe Mans Heart, Eccleſ. 8. 5. 

ace Nernetb both Time and Fudgment) ſhall Lift him- 

al under the great Captain of our Salvation, and MY 

ce ; Wh an helping hand to ſet forward Reformation. 4 

20, WA! the upright in Heart ſhall follow it. Not at a :M 

to ry diſtance, as Sr. Peter followed Chriſt, Mat. 4 

and 58. afar off, unto the High-Prieits Palace; bs - 
| our of an Itch of Curioſity, to ſee the end- 45 

mo; ch leſs as Judas followed, or rather dog'd him by. 

not Wo the Garden to betray him. Not as Neuters ; 

bat er about the Field of Battle, to fee which 

% vill prevail, and then to ſtrike in with the 

un- Whoquerors : or as the French while the Engliſp and 

10: Which Fleets were engag'd, to daſh one againſt the — 

gh er, and make a Prey of both, (and there are 4 

led; Ne amongſt. us that would play the ſame Game 4 

hat er again.) Nor as Suttlers follow the Camp to mn "i 

the Ne a penny ; or as many of our Young Gallants, 4 

yal Net a Name and ſomewhat to talk of. But to 77 

the Now ir cloſe and in good earneit, as a Lawyer =_ 

inſt old follow a Fat Cauſe, or a Broker a gainful | 0 

Au- ain, or an Hungry Courtier a good yielding bt 

yin Nee, or ſome others their Comfortable Importance; 

ves: io follow as to over-take, whatever it coſt us 


| Gideon's Men, Judg. 8. 4. Faint, yet purſuing. 
| | WS e To 


. Plain Engliſb. 
To preſs at the ſame rate as St. Paul did toward 
Prize of his High Calling. I fo run, not as ung 
tainly, fo Fight I, not as one that beateth the 4 
this one thing I do, I follow after to apprehend, i 
for which alſo I am apprehended of Chriſt. *Tis f. 
want of ſuch an Hearty Relolution that we fil 
at all: Therefore is Judgment far from us, Ila. 5j 
neither doth Juſtice overtake uss. 
This I conceive to be the Senſe of our Tex 
However, if it ſhould not be the right, I am fl 
*ris a good one, and tuch as the whole Tribe 
Criticks cannot juſtly except againſt, Admitti 
this to be the Pſalmiſts meaning, © I ſhall furt 

© obſerve (what every one knows) that the 50 
of Pſalms conſiſts of Praiſes, Prayers, or Propl 
e fies, but our Text is neither of the former, 
© the latter, and 1 chiak-1 may ſubjoyn in ours 
viours words, (at leaſt in a qualified Senſe) I 
4 21.This Day ts this Scripture fulfilled in your E, 
For if ſome ſharp-ſighted Perſons (as my Lo 
Bacon for one) could in that Prophecy of Day 
12. 4. Many ſhall run too and fro, and Knowle 
ſhall be increaſed, read the diſcovery of both 
Indies, the Ute of the Compaſs, and other gr! 
improvements of Art and Knowledge in the 
_ tural World: 1 think we may as clearly and 
leis {training of the words read in our Text,! 
more valuable improvements this Laſt Age | 
been bleſt with, (as an Antidote againſt its 
bounding Rampant Iniquity) in the Moral Wo 
Amongſt which your Societies (for tis pity 
part them, they do ſweetly combine) moſt de 
vedly lead the Van, as being the beſt Virtuoſon 
True - Royal Sociery, and to whom the Work 
"IP Ph wh EOS: | 1NCOM} 


omparably more oblig'd. And as far as my Ac- 
zintance with Hiſtory reaches, I dare make that 


une, 

e MHallenge to all Gainſayers, Job 8. 8. Inquire 1 
"TELE of the former Ages, and prepare thy ſelf to 
is (Me [earch of their Fathers, and let them find me your 

e allows, in all reſpects, if they can; and I hope that 
a. 5 Irophetick Bleſſing belongs to you, ver. before, Th“ 


bur beginning was ſmall, yet your latter end ſhall 


Ten tl increaſe. And thongh you are but of Yeſterday, 
im er. 9. you may be well laid in the Ballance againſt 
ribe that numerous Fry and Rabble of Fraternities, 
nittiWhich Rome that Fruitful Mother of Fornications has 
furt bzwn'd theſe Thouſand Years: Not excepting 
e zol er laſt and darling Brood(and | hope *twill prove 
oper laſt, that ſhe's paſt Bearing, and God has given 


ra Miſcarrying Womb and dry Breaſts) thoſe 


) Li jus, as Who ſhould ſay, Truly our Fellowſhip is 
ir E. ith the Father, and. with his Fon Je ſus. N Rut We 
I boldly appeal to himſelf, if they do not forffly 
Dal ely him, in thoſe words after our Text, ver. 20. 
owlel the Throne of Iniquity have Fellowſhip with Thee 
oth (With frameth Miſchief by a Law? TT would be a 

r greater Miracle then all that are afcrib'd to Yavrer 
he cots, and the whole Order of them to reconicile 


hole Leopards, Tygers and Aſps with the Lamb of 
od, © the Meek and Lowly Jeſus. | Ah if they 


Xt, | | 

ge re (ike him in any ching, 'tis in that one Inſtance, 
its hour in a far different Senſe, Lutte 12. 49. I am come 
Wolf /n Fire on the Earth, and what eare they if it 
pity Ne alread) kindled ? If all Chriſtendom be in a 
del lame, ſo the Tares of the Northern Hereſie he but 
ſos, Nornt up, and the lucendiaries can make their For- 
Vorldhunes in the General Combuſt ion 
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ho impudently call themſelves the Society of 
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to Darkneſs; nay, as Chriſt to Belial: your DS 
you of a Truth. But to clear my ſelf of the Chary 


: well known you are no Corporation (and lam: 
Fraid never will be) and have no Livings or Digi. 


Ü bear of)any Salary, or fo muchas a Scarfe to you 


none yet have done ſo fully as might be wiſh'r)and 
af N C 


= Plain Engliſh. 
But ye have not ſo Learned Chriſt * your Pring 
ples and Practices are as oppoſite to theirs as Lig 


ſign ſo Generous and Diſintereſted, fo manife(} 
Calculated for the Publick Good, at your on 


V4.” 6 1 

great Expence, both of Labour and Treaſure, un 
even hazard of your Lives; that Malice it{ ort 
knows not where to faſten, and is almoſt forc': of F 


fall down before you, and confeſs that God ii 


of Flattery, I appeal to the Account the Reveren 
Dr. Kennet, and your fait Friend Dr. Moodma 
have given of your Succeſſes at Home, and Hon 
ourable Teſtimonies from Abroad; in which they 
have done you, and bt done you Juftice ; and le 
any ſuſpect me of a deſign upon you, I fuppole'ti 


ties in your Diſpoſal, nor do you ever give (tha 
Chaplains. But perhaps I may take that Freedon 


with you © in the ſequel of this Diſcourſe, as (hal 
leaye no ſuſpition of Flattery or Self-ends. ln 


Wh I ſhall obſerve this eaſie and unaffected Me. N 
Reeds 0: ood oooh 1 h 

Firſt, To proye this Great, and Unqueſtionably a 

Obligation, When Judgment returns to Rightco/1 

neſs, for all the upright in Heart to follow it. b 

_ Secondly, To lay down ſome neceſſary Rules an, 

Cautions whereby ye may ſtriye Lawfully, and {0 

obtain the Maſtere. s 

Burthen ef the Day; to anſwer Objections ( which 

t 


under 
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rin. der this Head our main Arguments will Natu- 


Lig ally fall in, and appear in their belt Light and 
oY Strength, when the Objections are ſet as a foil a- 
felth 8 


J | 
Laſtly, If my Time, and your Patience, be not 
zuite ſpent, I ſhall cloſe up all with a brief Ex- 
Hortation. So 
for 'tis fair to let you know before-hand that I 
all conſiderably exceed the uſual Time: For Imay . 
ay with Elihu, Job 32.18. I am full of Matter, the 
ppirit within me conſtraineth me; I will ſpeak that I 
ay be refreſhed. I have a great deal to fay to 
you, and I ſhall ſcarce ever have ſuch another Op- 
portunity to meet you all together again. The 
ale is extraordinary, and ſo perhaps is the Meſ- 
lage where with I am charg'd. We ſeem upon our 
lait Legs, and Meaſures muſt be concerted to re- 
trieve our Loſſes, or we muſt chink of laying 
down our Arms: And perhaps I may have ſome- 
hat conſiderable to offer, (which cannot be done 
in an hurry); and if you can have the Patience to 
hear me out, (for the main of my Meſſage I ſhall 
eſerve to the laſt) you may ſee reaſon to confeſs 
hat your Time was not miſpent: But this I pro- 
mile, by God's aſſiſtance, to ſay as much in as few 
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ws words as is poſſible ; for Senſe will lye cloſe, and 3 
hate to multiply words without cauſe, eſpecially 1 


before ſuch Auditors, knowing that the Kingdom 

of God is not in Word but in Power. 
But I hope there is little need of ſuck Apolo- 

gies to you Gentlemen of the Reformation (for with 


S and 
nd ſo 


a you properly my Buſineſs is); for befides that, 
and theſe Sermons have by conſent a Diſpenfation from 


the uſual narrow reſtraints, (they have I know 


nder "4 code : 


5 
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among our Diſſenting Brethren ; and I am 55 
aſhamed to call them Brethren, and J hope ou 
are nor; two Hours being allow'd by them, an 
tis but enough, for ſo weighty a Task); and hey 
know no Canon but Cuſtom (which may be di 
pens'd with upon ſpecial Occaſions) againſt a long 
Sermon even in the Church. Beſides, I ſuppo 
you have a larger ſtock of Patience than commo 
Hearers (and I wiſh *rwere the greateſt trial g 
your Patience'vou are like to meet with, by put 
ting your Hand to God's. Plough, to ſuffer th 
Word of Exhortation ſomewhat longer than ord 
nary). © Though even that's a ſore Penance vit 
* moſt, and many of thoſe you are to deal wit 
* had as lieu you ſhould keep them as long in thi 
Stocks; and perhaps it would be a proper an 
< effectual Punifhment in tome caſes to mak 
them ſffcr a Sermon, as a Work-houſe, ſont 
«think, would awe Rogues more effectually tha 
the Gallows. But your Spirits, I perſwade m 
ſelf, are not wound up juſt to three quarters 
Where by the way I cannot but reſent the unta 
treaty of partition between Chriſt and Belid 
three Hours are too ſhort to hear the Devils By 
Foons, (five Hours I have known my ſelf in ti 
Days of my Vanity) whereas three ure of Ma ti 
Hour are thought too long an Audience for thiWiri 
Anbaſſadars of Chriſ . of 
But I am perſwaded better things of you ; 20 ti 
I know the proof of you, (having try'd your kme 
tience this way more than once) that you are g 


Starters, nor ſo conformable to the Mode of th D. 
Times, as to ſhew your Watches every other M ſir 


e nd cry, O! what a mearineſs $645 Whe 
# Cry | © | a4 qr; ny 1: Wk 652 1161 N Wil 
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ill this long-wizded Parſon have done! If you 
ere of this Spirit you'd have made but a ſorry 
ourt of Aſſiſtants ar Ezra's Reformation, when 
ey ſtay'd from Morning to Noon (ſix long Hours) 
the open Air about this Work, and were withal 
er to the Skin; for we find them Ezra 10. 9. 
rembling becauſe of this matter, and for the great 
= | | | | IS 
But as for the reſt, who either drop'd in by 
hance, or came out of Cuſtom or Curioſity, or 
ſpy out our Liberty that we have in the Lord, 
r perhaps it may be they know not why them- 
elves: they have the ſame freedom here as in the 
Devil's Chappel, to ſtay as few or as many Acts 
5 they pleale; and when they have heard as much 
s ſerves their turn, or ſomething they do por like 
or think it may be Change or Dinner-time, they 
re free to be gone; and as they came unſent and 
bnlook'd for, .io they may depart not defird. 5 and 
he only Remark I ſhall make is that 1 John 2. 19. 
hey went out from iu, but they were not of us; far 
f they had been of us, they would no doubt have con- 
VJ DAR SIC . 
Bi Having thus ſettled the Preliminaries to make 
ret 


$3 #%) 


* 
* 


% YT 1 14 
* 


in tha Parties eaſie, (who may ſtay as long or as ſhor; 
of Ma time as they pleaſe) I ſhall now proceed to the 
Yr Ui frſt Head, which will not require much to be ſaid 
| of it, becauſe it is of the number of thoſe Propo- 
tions, which by manifeſtation of the Truth com- 
ur P mend themſelves to every ones Conſcience in the 2 
are Flight of God; and I never affect to demonſtrate > © 
of in Day light, eſpecially when ſo many, by divers #1 
er Mi trong and invincible Proofs, have done it already. 


Ih . 
» 


; 
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Ihe little 1 ſhall fay may be reduc'd under thy 
two common places, Duty and Interelt ; for 
never chooſe to go out of the beaten Road, unle 
it be for better way, or to ſave ground, 
1. Then, Tis the Duty of every ſincere Chr 
ſtian to lend an helping hand in ſetting forward t 
Work of Reformation. Curſe ye Merox, Jude 
5. 23. has been ſo often look'd on as a Trump 
of Sedition, that I dare not found it, though b 
the help of the Lord not againſt the Mighty (fy 
then it might look Seditiouſly) but againſt th 
Beaſts of the People, 1 ſhall rather oblerve hoy 
unkindly God took it at the Teloites hands, aut 
has recorded it to their laſting Reproach, Neh. 3. 
That their Nobles put not their necks to the worky 
the Lord. Few conſider what a Crime it is to b 
cold and unconcern'd in their Maker's Quarre 
and how highly the jealous God will reſent it. 
Plato would allow none to ſtand Neuters in hi 
Common-wealth, and when the Houſes divide al 
muſt file off to the Yea's or No's; (Ay, but they 

may ſtep out, you'll ſay, and link a Vote; fo may 
you too, if you can altogether go out of th 
World ;) no wonder if he who has told us, we a 
not our own, has alſo declar'd, he that is not wit 
me is againſt me, and wiſhes we were either hot 
cold. He cannot wave his right in us, nor con 
ſent to be rob'd. Mal. 1.6. A Son honoureth by 
Father, and a Servant his Maſter; if then I be 
Father, where is mine honour ? &c. What an un- 
dutiful, nay unnatural, Son muſk that be, who 
can patiently ſee his Father outrag'd and inſulted, 
when Natural Affection overcame Nature it {ell, 
and dumb Atys could find a Tongue in his Father's 
Defence? „ 


| Plain Engliſh. ; 3 11 
Nay, there is not barely Duty, but Neceſſity 
ein the Caſe. All the upright in Heart ſhall fol- 


. ow it, The Love of Chriſt conftrains them; 
Tove is ſtrong as Death, the Coals thereof are 
Ch Coals of Fire, which hath a moſt vehement Flame. 
q. 8. S. To talk of an upright Heart, and not 


true to and zealous for God, is a Lye all over. 
our Hearts be ſound. in his Statutes, we cannot 
ee them violated and trampled under Foot, with- 
ut expreſſing the utmoſt, Reſentment; when Ri- 


10 ers of Tears ran down the Royal Prophet's Eyes, 
b becaufe Men kept not God's Laws. Bur if he 
ere then a King, God might have ſaid to him as 
dd ro Foſhna in a like Cale, Joſh. 7. 10. Get thee 
: Wherefore lieft thou thus upon thy Face? Iſrael 


o rh ſinned and tranf; greſſed my Covenant, &c. 


t. | Indeed our low'd 7. ongue Sins demand Supplies, 
n hie More from Briareus Hands than Argus Eyes. 


cho lourn with Jeremm in ſecret places for their Pride 
mal and other Spiritual Sins, but make them ſuffer in 
Ie poblick places for their open Lewdnets and Pro- 
be A faneneſs. Wherefore elſe terveth the Law? Was 
mitt not added becauſe of Tranigreſſions. 5 

Lot oF But 2. Duty is but a feeble Argument with 
con. noſt; Intereſt is the Nail that will drive, and if 
you can once make Men ſenſible of that, you have 

' be gain'd your Point. As to their Eternal Intereſt 

1 un. tis the Object of Faith, and all Men have not 
Who Faith; nay, few in ſuch a degree as to conceive 
led right of the amazing Powers of the World 1g 
- ſelf come. Tell the Men of this World of the Inhe- 
ee of the Seine in Light 3 qhey are of the 
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Cardinal's Mind, that had rather loſe his part i 
Paradiſe, than his part in Paris. Glorious thing 
are ſpoken of thee thon City of God. Ay, tis a fin 
place, they'll ſay, when you are there; but the 
had rather fee ſomething on this fide the Graue 
] will not therefore to ſuch uſe that Motive, 1, 
33. 17. Thine Eyes ſhall ſee the King in his Beauty, 
They ſhall behold the Land that is very far off; by 
rather try what that other will do, ver. 20. Ll 
upon Zin the City of our Solemmities: Thine Eu 
ſhall ſee Feruſalem à quiet Habitation, &c. Is 
no Happineſs to engage the moſt High to be ous 
Defence? To have Peace within our Walls, an 
Plenteonſneſs within our Palaces ? Read but the 
144th Pſalm, and then I doubt not, you will hear 
——ily join in the Chorus, ver. ult. Happy is tha 
People that is in ſuch a caſe, &c. But what's al 
this, will the narrow ſelf-ended Woridling ſay u 

me? Let the World go how *ewih 1 ſhall fare x 
the reſt. Prove that 'tis mine Intereit, mine in 
particular, or you ſay juſt nothing. Is it your 
Intereſt to have Highway- men, Houſe-breaken 
Shop-lifters ſuppreſsd? That 'tis without doubt; 
for elſe there would be no living one by another, 

and no Man could call any thing his own. Bu 

what is't to me if others whore, and drink, and 

| ſwear, and play the Devil? The, worſt is thei 
own, I ſhan't be accountable for them. Cains an 
Gallios anſwer right, Acts 18. 15. Fit be a que 

ſtion of werds, and names, and of your Lam, loc 

ye to it; for I will be no judge of ſuch matters: Ve 

he had the Grace (which I wiſh ſome of our Ma 
giſtrates had) to think that not only Wrong. bul 
wicked Lewaneſs too belong d to his e 

| . W 6 


* , / 
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"tin cl chen I'll ſhew you how ' tis your Intereſt; 
vin 3014 you be content. te have your own Wives 
wo Daughters debauch'd, it may be (“ after the 
they French faſhion ). forc'd before your Eyes? Would 


ſou have your Sons lewd by Sixteen? and bring 


ox and Rottenneſs into your Houſes ? Nofure. 
hen it comes ſo near Home, you'll be ſenſible 
Ut 


ff the Danger. But if Luſt have the Reins, and 
ay range without controul, it will not be con- 
nd to the common Cattle, but attempt the Cha- 
i ty of Maids and Matrons- 5 and no Vertue al- 
Tnoſt will be ſafe. If things had gone on as they 
yere once a going, Chaſtity, “ perhaps by this 
time, had been a Scandal, and modeſt Women 
for Signs and Wonders, and Whores, Pimps and 
Stallions, had carried the World before them: 
And I may ſay with ſtricteſt Truth, Ja. 1. 9. Ex- 


1.0 cept the Lord of Hoſts had left unto us a very ſmall _ 70 
re Nremnant; but I hope nom he will multiply them that } 
"" "Mi: bcy ſhall not be few, and gloriſie them alſo and they 8 
Jou hat not be ſmall, Jer. 30. 19. we ſhould have been 4 
Ken Sodom, and we ſhould have been like unto Co- 7 
pub JJC)))))V)VV%V0VTV0TVGGGCç(C0TTTT0 ahot op coded ge 4 

morrah. „ VVV A 
on But what have we to do, they'll ſay, with other 4 
K Mens Drinking? Why beſides that, if Drunken- 4 
* nels get the Sway, they will put the Bottle to F 


your Noſe, and force you to be as very Beaſts as 


Ml themſelves ; (to that paſs were things come with- 3 
: 1 in the Memory of Man) are you content to be out- } 
; Yo rag' d in the Streets, and aſſaulted by every furi- 4 
Mus Beaſt ; as I was my ſelf, but this day Se'n- if 
; * night, ſiez d by a Sor even before it was dark, and [| 
N. had much ado to make him ungrapple; (for give 1 
Wel them but Licenſe and we ſhall have Noon-day > 


Devils:) 
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For a word, when it does me no manner of Mis. 


Lives, by Knights of the Poſt? An 


the wonted Trials, performing their Exerciſe, i 


take away the honeſteſt Man's Life in the King- 
dom, if the Court pleaſes but to ſend Direction, 


our Courts); and therefore Solomon rightly oppo- 


as Plain Engliſh. I 


Devils :) Though neither will you be ſafe in Your 
own Houſes, unleſs you can be content to have 


your Reſt diſturb'd, your Windows broken, i; 7 


may be your Houſes fir'd too by Midnight Scoy. 
rers, and (what is very common) your Officers 
and Watchmen wounded and ſlain, _ 

Once more; What Harm will others Swearin 
do me ? Why ſhould I make a Man an Offender 


chief? I Anſwer; If you have any Conſcience, or 
Love to God, *twill be bitter as Death, to have 
your Ears grated with that Language of Fiends: 
to pals through {ſuch Valleys of Hell- hot. Be- 
ſides that, it makes all Buſineſs and Converſation 
uneaſie by an endleſs neceſſity of Checks and Re. 
proof. But though you make no Conſcience of 
any ſuch matter; have you a mind to be ſworn 
out of your Rights, your n your very 

ghts « how do ye 
think they arrive at that Dignity ? but by paſſing 


and learning firſt to fwear the Compals. Profane 
Swearing is the direct Road to Perjury, and has 
made way for ſuch Juries and Evidence, as would 


For when once 'the'Reverence of an Oath is loft, 
"tis not the place that will make it ſolemn, or 
ſtrike a ſufficient Awe upon the Soul, (eſpecially 
in that flight careleſs manner 'tis adminittred in 


teth him that ſweareth, to him that feareth an 
Oath, Ecel. 9. 22. . 9 R 


Thus 


ion. 
loft, 
or 
ally 
d in 
po- 


1 an 


Thus 


hus much of the firſt Head, viz. the Oblige- 
I ſhall now lay down ſome Cautionary Rules, 
i be upon each as brief as I can. 1 


Then, be ſure you, that engage in this gene- 


5 Deſign, be publick-Spirited ; free from all 


le Ends and Intereſts; and addicted to no Par- 


or Faction whatſoever : but Catkolicks in the 
eſt Senſe. The moſt Famous Party-Man is not 
for a pircht Battle, or a general Aſſault; as our 
fineſs is fitly deſcrib'd, 2 Cor. 10. 4. Pulling down 
rong-holds, caſting down Imaginations, and every 
h thing that exalteth it ſelf againſt the knowledge 
od, and bringing into Captivity every thought to 
Obedience of Chriſt, If you belong to a certain 
of Men, you'l go no further with us, then your 
lies in common; and when they part you'l 


e us the Go-by. Such Factious Reformers are 
the mixt Multitude that came out of Egypt, 


o ſoon fell a Luſting, and then a murmuring. 


like Davids Band in the Wilderneſs, made up 


medley of Debtors, Male- Contents, Fugitives, 


Malefactors; who not only mutini'd about the 


il 5 but were ready to knock their own Leader 
Head. To all fuch Reformers, I may truly 


% know hot what manner of Spirit ye are of of 


aft ye are not of a Spirit fit for our turn. Let 
r name be Chriſtians z your Religion Charity, 
of a pure Heart and good Conſcience, and 
th unfeigned : And take in all that love the 
d Jefus in Sincerity. One Lord, one Faith, 
| make us all of one Heart, one Mind, and one 
uth. ' For my part, I dare no more confine the 
urch (as ſome would have us do) between Do- 
and Berwick, then between Venice and Cadiz; 


Within 
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neſs is to promote the Glory of God, and the ge 


yo: Who art thou that thou ſhouldſt 
ſpall be made as. Graſs ; and | forgetteth the I 


Cc. Remember the Cauſe, is Gods, and heyi 


Progreſs; if it have not brought a blaſt upon yo 


ie P -, = 
2 * 1 9 * We IP. 


| Place, and Figure.in the World. Tis, well if J 
can have it; but God can do his Work withol 


glory in his ſight. What need you cringe 4 


you'l require what redreſs the Law will afford; 


. 
1 
\ 
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54099 r „„ 
within one Proteſtant Country, then St. Peteys h- 
trimony; nor daxe ] limit Grace any more to this 
or that Way, or Opinion among Chriſtians, the 
to this of that Stature or Complexiori. Our By 


neral Intereſt of the Goſpel; not to ſeek our ow 
no nor the things of our Party; but thoſe ching 
which are Jeſus Chriſt's :, And as many as walk 
this Rule, Peace be on them, and Mercy as oni 
Ih God gunman ind willed ht. 
2. Ceaſe ye from Man whoſe Breath is in his Ni 
trils, for wherein is he to be accounted. of? Ila. 2. 
Fear not their Faces, Court not their Favour, ho 
not their Perſons in Admiration; andeſpecially 
not aſhamed of their Reproaches. Conſider th 
Charge, 1/a. 51: 12. I, even I am he that comfort 
2 10ulaſt be afraid 
a Man that (hall Dye, and of the Son of Man th 


thy Maker, that , hath ſtretched, forth the Heaven 


not be beholding to his Creature fon his Pues 
am afraid this has been one great hindrance to 


endeavours z,.that you have truſted; too much 
the Arm of Fleſh, Fer. 17. 5. And expected gre 
matters from publick Countenance, and Perſons( 


and rather chooſes ſo to do, that no Fleſh n 


tue for that Which you may boldly demand: 
your Houles are broke, or but your Pockets pick 


5 
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Foul are rob'd upon the Road, you'll go to the 
ext Juſtice, and oblige him to take your Oath of 


hat you have loſt : And when God is rob'd, 
rong'd or outrag'd, mult you beg of them to do 


heir Office ? Humbly wait their Morſhips Leiſure; 


ind thank them, if they'll be ſo civil as nor to be 
derjur'd? Be as humble for your ſelves as you 
Pleaſe; but be ſtout for God. Date not to debaſe 
he Dignity of the moſt High; for 'tis more than 
you can anſwer. I hope, Gentlemen, you are no 

illenaries ;, nor look for that Golden Age on 
arth (at leaſt not in your time) when all our Offi- 
ers ſhall be Peace, (or even our Juſtices of Peace) 
end our Exattors Righteouſneſs : If fo, your Eyes 
pill fail in looking for your vain help. Surely, Pal. 


$2.9. Men of low degree are Vanity, and Men of 


wh degree a Lye. Magiſtrates will often be falſe 


o their Truſt, their God, their Prince. But if 


hey deny Juſtice, or delay or trifle, appeal to 
heir Superiours, and bring the perjur'd Knaves to 
ccount; and though they too are corrupt, yet 


ou may make Satan caſt out Satan in ſpight of 


limfelf : At laſt you can bring it before the high- 


ſt Court of Judicature, the Houſe of Loris; and 


am verily perſwaded chey'll do you Right. You 
erd not be beholding ro Mortals, much leſs ro 


Malignants : Vou ſpend upon your own Stock; 
Ind Pm afraid there will never be a Fund aſſign'd 


ou (though 'tis highly reaſonable) our of the 
ublick Revenue: And I hope you look for no 


laces, or Preferments ; if you do, you may hap- 


jen to be foully deceiv'd ; and like the Troops of 
ſema, Job 6. 20. Be confounded becauſe ye had 


wed. Let this be your Motto, Plal. 7. 10. Our 
we > defence 
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ſtumbieth, becauſe there is no Light in him: Nay, 
if it rite co the heigth of Fury, 'twill make you 


meer Fir of Phrenzy ; and one mad Man is not fi 


force than Paſſion to tem this impetuous Torrent; 
viz. the Spirit of Power and Might And *tis this 
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ac fence is of God, which ſaveth the upright in Hen, 
This your Prayer, Pſal. 60. 11. Give ws belp {ry 
trouble: for vain is the help of Man. Through Gi 
we ſhall do valiauti) for he it is that ſhall trend 
domm our Enemies. . 

But 3. Though you mult be tout, take grem 
heed of being hor, Remember the Wrath of My 
w-7keth not the Righteonſneſs of God: He will not 
be lerv'd by ſinful Paſſions; and we are Men of 
lic Paſſiors with others, and need to watch, le} 
they get the maſtery; for if they do, the whole 
Work eis mar'd. That's a true Remark of Mr 
Reer ion 17 2 0 'S T4 7 N ane 
8 things in the World to be zealous and 

not pejjicnate. Now Paſſion (if it pre- 
vail to a great degree) will make it a blind Zeal 
though the Cauſe be never ſo good : for Reaſon 
and Paſſion cannot have free courſe together. T5 
true of the Paſſionate as well as the Ignorant, 
John II. 10. But if a Man walk in the night he 


not only blind, but mad; and God may truly fa 
as Achiſh, 1 Sam. 21. 15. Have I need of mai 
Men, &c. For Ira furor brevis eff, Wrath is 1 


to manage another. Though adreſs (as Solomut 
lays) is in their Hearts, whom you would reform, 
they may ſtop your Mouths with that of Horace, 
O major tandem pas cas inſane minori, Pray greater 
Bedlam let the leſs alone. There is anotherguiſe 


God has pitch'd on, Ja. 59. 19. When the "0 


— 
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% all come in like a. food, the Spirit of the Lord 0 
GI a ft and ard anumyt him. of 
God Remember you! have need of Pertience, _ 
"tug 225 hath ſuffer'd for us inthe Fleſh, 1 Pet. 4. 


Suffer'd the contradittion of Sinners agamyjs mime} X 
Huffer'd all the furious Aſſaults of Men, and De- 


vils: Arm your ſelves with the like viind, aud en- 


not ure hardneſs as good Soldiers of his. T hink not of 
? of Disbanding, or tying long in Quarters of Refreh 

let nent. Peace: there can x 2h none, nor Truce1 ous 
nole Posether 3 5. for we wr eſte not wich Heſh and Bloc 
Mr. only) bi with Þ inc ig dalbb les 4 ima Preme; "SS h 10 75 4 
4%, ren remember will pay | for all. God: has bid 


vou with lome, with conſiderable Succe's ; and! 


Pre- Pay ſay as he, Z C o. 25. 19. Lo! ö li Paſt 
eah Mitten the E dork: tes, aud thine Heart Lifi th the e 
10 ; (but I truſt your Hearts like Jchoſaphatbe, 
Tis "Chron, 17.6. are 445 up an the ways of the lc; 
alt, you have made ſome choufands or icandalous Or- 
t 1! Wh: nders publick Examples; you have ſuppreſs d 
ay perhaps ſome hundreds of lewd Houles, and 
700 brought others into better order: So far is well; 
ut fill remember, there's Work enough cut out 
mal for you. There are two ſtrong Cite: Jets that fil. 
saß old out againſt you ; I mean, thoie two famors 
t ft Academics of Hell, cho! E Nurſeries of all Vice, 


hole incorrigible By othels.,. the two Piay-noules 
were Satan's ſeat is; where he keeps his head- 


huarters; Whence he can at any time draw forth 


acer freſh Supplies, and form in a manner yhac Parties 
uit Me pleaſes; and whence he {ends out Derachmen ts 
ent; » Campaign, (or 77 to {peak in the Je- 
tis 15 Language, thole famous Comedians) ne makes 
. 5 Miſſions l Summer to the two Univerſities, 
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men, a good hearty Friend in one 0 


French, Theſe are left as the Canaanites in the 


Eye- ſore they are, I am ſure, to every pious Sou) 
and thorns in your Sides; and thele, I am conf- 


he may poſſibly teach them better Manners than al} 


them to Task; becauſe he acts as one having Ar 


Heart, and hope the belt ſtill; who knows (for 


but the Players may turn Reformers too; and the 
the Pulpit for Piety, and Moraliry. But till this 
Hearts of the Diſobedient to the Wiſdom of th 


Belial, or the Spirit that worketh in thoſe Children 
of Diſobedience, would be too hard for you, had 
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to train up our Youth in their Liberal Arts ang 
cc ences. And they have, let me tell 2 7 Gentle. 
of chem, and 
as hearty an Enemy of yours, who will readil 
lend them his Intereſt, and afford them not on 
Reception, bur Countenance too. Now to think 
the Work of Reformation can go ſmoothly on 
while theſe are in being, is as vain as to ſuppoſe 
this City may continue in perfect Peace, though 
the Tower and the Savoy were Garriſon'd with 


Land, Numb. 33. 55. to be pricks in your Eyes, (a 


dent, hate tobe reforwd. | oc 


I know not what the Maſter of the Revels mae 
do, (for to him I find they are ſent to be ttf 


the Divines, Juries and Judges, that have taken 
thority : And therefore pray, Gentlemen, if you 
can, get him into your Society, and he may do us 


Knight-ſervice, Let us however pluck up a good 


Miracles are not quite ceas'd, witneſs the Souldier 
that was ſtruck blind t'other day in the Tower 


Stage (as Mr. Denny would have us hope) vye with 
Miraculous Vertue be poured forth, to turn tht 


Fuſt ; theſe Sons of Zerviah, or rather, Children d 
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nd ve not ſome ground of hope to overcome them 


te. 1 John 4. 4. Becauſe greater is he that is in yo 


and han he that is in the World. ; 
lily Therefore 5. and laſtly, Put on the whole Ar- 
ur of God, the Armour of Righteouſueſs on the 


on ard in the evil day, and having done all to ſtand : 
ole Being chus appointed ye are all over invulnerable, 
ug and conſequently invincible. Examine your ſelves 
with WW whether ye be in the Faith; look well to your State, 
the look well to your Ways; let up the Worſhip of 
(ug God in your Houles; and with all diligence keep 
oul) WM Heart, from whence are the iſſucs of Life. Have 


occaſion to reproach you, leſt wherem ye glory, ye 


maybe {ound even as they. If you allow your ſelves in 
any known Sin, *rwill quite turn the edge of your 
n alWMRetolution. A ſecret Shame will fo reſtrain you, 
akenWſthac you'll be 25 2 mighty Man aſtonied, as one that 
ArWe1nt find his hands; at leaſt, cannot find in his 
you Heart to condemn and puniſh that i another, which 
0 ul: im ſelf he allows. | But if it be known, (as out 
good will come ſooner or later; for there is — 
(fog ⸗vered, Matth. 10. 28. that ſhall not be revealed, 
dieren hid that fhall-net be known.) O! how will they 
ver Mriumph and infulr! What proud Boaſtings will 
d rhefWhey make ! If a vicious Reformer ſhould light 
with tuch a ſharp Scrumper, as Laronia in Juvenal, 
U che have many ſuch witty Filts in this lewd Town) 
„ theo might ſhe play upon him at the fame nettling 
F tate, as ſhe upon the Stoical Hypocrite ! Felicia 
ren cala que te Moribus, &c. Bleſſed Days when ſuch 
Larengys you ſet up for Reformers ! Now let the Town 


C 3 \ Heaven: 


rioht-hand, and on the left; that ye may be able to 


a great care to cut off occaſuon from them that ſcer 
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28 Plain Engliſh, 
Heaven; but pray Sir, what Lady was that yg 
pickt up t'other Day? Ne pudeat dominum mos. 
ſtraſſe Taberne, and if I may be ſo bold, what's the 
Man's Name of the Tavern whither you carrie 
her? ERowever if von do not meet with ſuch point. 
ed Sau, a much blunter reproof will pierce dec 
enough. They will ſurely ſay to you this Proverh, 

_ Phyſucien heal thy ſelf'; begin at Home, and tha 
tis time enough to look Abroad. Tis but a forn 
Character at tne belt, to be the Keepers of other 
Finc hands, when your own Vineyard ye have not key, 
and mire you will ne're make 'em believe tha 
tis 1 ove to their Souls, ſets you on work, whey 
yon ſnew no more to your own, "Thoſe wer 
rains of Heroic Charity in Moſes and St. Pal 
which you can hardly reach, and much harder pol 
leis the World with tne belief off: that you coult 

be content to have your Names (as the one, Exul 
32. 32.) blotted out of the hof of God : or wiſh jn 
ſelves accurjed from Chriſt (as the other) for yu 

Brethren, ſo they may be Saved. 

come now {%rd!ly to the laſt Head; viz. Th 
Objections, which is a Topzck ſcarce toucht upni 
by any chat 1 know of, bat the Learned Dr. A. 
net, and therefore to fave time, I ſhall pals 
all chote which he has Anfwered, becauſe he h 
done it ſo fully, that it cannot (I think) be mend 
ed, at leaſt not by me. As, 1. Your being V 
Juntary Societies, and in that reſpect dangerol 
Combinations. 24ly, Being ſet a work by a Pra 
matical mediiag Humour. 3dly, The invidio 
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Name of Informer. Athiy, That it has prov'd ug 
great meaiure in fectual. For Anſwer to all wichen. 


I refer you to his excellent Sermon : Only the f 
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ave ſomething to ſay to, becauſe the Caſe is ſince 
nhderably alter'd. 5 
But here Gentlemen, I hope ye can bear plain- 
ealing, (for this is not a time and place to dawb 
) if not, I mult tell you, y've mi took your 
an; for *tis the only Talent I can pretend to. But 
at you may fee ye have not ouly plain, but fair 
ealing too; that like the Cevernois,] neither give, 
r tale Quarter: I ſhall begin with my ſelf, and 
ve an Eye upon my own Heart all the way. 

1ſt, Then, the Queſtion may jnitly be put; Do 


ence to inform againſt Evil-doers your ſelf? O- | 


erwiſe you are like the Lawyers, Luke 11.46. 


Wo lade Men with Burdens grie vous to be born, and 


ich not the Burdens with one of their Fingers; Or 
e Cowardly Commanders, that put their Men in 
e very Mouth. of Danger, but Keep themlelves 
t of Gun-ſhot. i his I muſt needs own is an 


me-thruſt;, to put it by were not fair; and 'tis 


mewhar hard to receive it. Wherefore without 
y doubling I ſhall return a dit inct Antwer, and 
ainly declare the thing as it ix. 

[ have return'd ſeveral of my own Charge for 
andalous Immoralities to the Spiritual Court; but 
thing was done only ſome Money ſqueez'd out 
them. But as to che Civil Mag ſtrate, which 1 
ke to be the Senſe of the Objection ; I confeſs! 
ve not. My Rea/cns are theſe; Whether they 
e ſound I leave you to judge, 1. My own Hear- 


„ Ithoughr it not proper to exalperate by ſuch 


ugh Methods, leſt it beget in them an invincible 


ejudice, and ſo defeat the ends of my Miniſtry: 


nerwiſe had I no more occaſion for an Intereſt in 
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their Aﬀections then you; I ſhouſd matter no more 
their Reſentments, or Reproaches, then the whif. 
ling of the Wind. 2. As to other Scandalous Per. 
lons ; Charity *tis like may incline you to belieye 
my Communication with ſuch is but tranſient and 


occafional. And I conceive it unbecomins theff 


Meſſengers of the Prince of Peace to ſeize and hals 
them to the Magiſrate, unleſs there were a pro- 
per Officer at hand, and in that caſe I ſhould make 
no {cruple about ir. Now it is my practice to re. 
prove all Swearers, Prunkards, &c. more ſharph, 
or mildly as the Cafe, or the Condition of th: 
Party requires: unleſs, fometimes (which I recka 
amongſt my Preſumptious Sins, and I pray God ly 
them not to my charge) I have been daunted, and 
over-aw'd by the Big Looks and Pompous Appear: 
ance of mighty Sinners, and ſenſual Wickedw| 
in High Places. But theſe Reaſons (I confely) 
have not ſatisfied my Conſcience ; and therefore! 
have tender'd my Service to {ome of your Society, 


to bear them Company at any time (but they 


thought not fit to accept it) when they go out in 
Parties to attack the common Enemy; an Office 
which I could as Heartily embrace. as Micah's Lt 
vite did the Children of Dans invitation, Judges 18 
to go with them to their New Conqueſts, and I think 
it an higher Poſt of Honour, tho' without Pay, then 


to be Chaplain of the Guards, or a more Honour 


able Body. EE ; 

I have Anſwered as well as I could for my {lh 
tho? under Correction if I am our, and with an 
Hearty deſire of being better informed. Nov 
Gentlemen comes your turn, and let us conſider 
what is ſaid againſt you, and what may be pleaded 
| jn your „ =. 


I 443 „ Sov So 
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1. Then it is Objected, that ſuppoſing your 
eſign to be Good and Laudable, yet you began 
t the wrong End, and you might have had the 
anners to have ſtaid till your Betters led the 


re 
ul. 


er- 


ve ha | 
day; that it did not become Perſons in your pri- 
beate Capacity to appear ſo forward, at leaſt with- 


leut a Patent from the Higher Powers. 
0: 
abe 
re. 
ply, 
the 


Inſwer in your Defence: (for you muſt know I 
m your Councel, tho not Learned in the Law, nor 
uch in any thing elſe, and rho” you never gave 
e, nor would I have taken it, ſo much as a re- 


Eng Fee). Admitting the Charge that you be- 
oo" at che wrong end. I reply, What then? S0 


du purſue right ends, and do no Body wrong, 
d take no ones Buſineſs out of their Hands, that 


and 
E 


ie not willing to let it go; and ſo you aim at the 

fe ory of God, the Good of your own and others 
bre Puls, and the true Honour and Welfare of your 

ety untry; which every Chriſtian has an undoubted 

they elt to promote. „„ . 

it ing! further alledge (for I have uſed Similitudes) 

ice Fire began to break out in an Houle, and a 
L. rritable Neighbour ſpying it firſt, hatiens up 

ih Water ro quench it, whether the Owner 
bin puch more a paſſer by) would bid him come 
then un, becauſe he had no right, or becauſe he got 


on the wrong fide, or becauſe his Houſe was In- 


20ur- 
ea, and it belong to the Cuiraſſiers of the 1nſu- 


ſelf, WﬀW'ce Office, and not to him to take care about it: 
h u that the Alluſion is not Foreign to the mat- 
Now in hand, appears from that paſſage, 1/a. 9.18. 
der Wickedneſs burneth as the Fire; in Sadoms caſe it 


-adedM5 literally true, and 'tis God's Mercy it has 


Thea been ours. For, Can 4 Man, Prov. 6. 27. take | 


Fire 


This is laid to your Charge : Now hear what I 
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Tm Plain Erxgliſb. 
Fire in his Boſom, and his Cloai lie not be burnt ? Cin 
one go upon hot Ceals, and his Feet not be burn ? 
Now I conceive it not ſeaſonable at fuch aquuctyre 
ro ſtand upon Ceremonies, but that every one ſhoul 
ſet the beit Foot foremoſt, and do what he cant 
prevent the threatning Miſchief. Beſides, if the 
wrong end did ſet out firit, the right end may o. 
vertakeit, if it pleaſe ; and ] ſuppoſe if we ar 
once agreed upon the Work, there will be no di. 
pute about precedence, and we ſhall not ſtick» 
ove them the right Hand of Fellowſhip. I further 
iay for you that this Objection comes now teo late 
whatever force it might once have had, it is noy 
quite caſt out of Doors, for ſince your nappy let. 
ting out, our late King of truly Clo; us Memny, 
Her Preſent Majeſty, all tre Lords Spiritual, many 
of the Temporal, with the Judges and others in 
Places of Authority have nor barely owned you, 
but Headed you too. To ſum up ali; we (for 
now have pretty well cleared you, L'le venture 
to caſt in my Lot with you) have the Head, ths 
Hands and the Feet, and ifthe low Pellies will not 
come up with us, we hearnly wiſh they may mend 
their pace, othezwiic ſome People will be apt 10 
ſay (and we can ot rule their Tongues) that int) 
ſerve not the L eſus, but their own ungodi; Gu. 
But 34%, nere ariſes another Objection, for vs 
are fallen into thoſe Evil-days, wherein th. Cc 
eten n after the Rain, one Cavil upon the Neck d 
another, but this comes from a different Quatter, 
the Parties whom we would reform. They dei: 
to fee your Commiſſion whereby you are empos. 
 er'd to compel thera to come in ; the Kingdom of [ii 
den (hey lay) ere violence, but offers 22 i f 
5 R "Seca 
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aufe 1 would not do them ſo much wrong, as 
weaken their Argument by ill-wording it, Ple 
e it you in one cf their own phraſes; [What 
vou take me, (ſaid one) and carry me to Hea- 
1 pon your Back Whether I will or no ?] Now 
e rels of this Argument bears upon the ſame 
ot with the Toleration, viz. Liberty of Conſrience : 
Wi they take this rudeneſs, Gentlemen, the worſe 
1-7 Hands, becauſe it is preſum'd that molt of 
ſu are for the Toleration,, and ſome of you 
ait; and why can't you be 1o Civil. to do as 
du would be done by, and give what you take? 


r it is not reatonable that People ſhould go their 


In pace as well as their own may to Heaven? 
ov they are for ſoft and fair, to halt, and fome- 
es turn out and Drink, (and it may be Whore) 
[the way: But you Gentlemen Fehunlite are for 
19:34 ſo fin ten, that (they iay) twould break 


ir very Hearts to keep pace with you. They 


nt puil you Hach, and why ſhould vou puſh them 


Now 1 grant if this las Claule were exactly 
je, there would be lomething in what they fay. 
But if they don't pull us back I am ſure they 
le us cruelly, and would fain if they could trip 
our Heels. Beſides "tis not our own Cauſe that 

Plead. For we hope our Foor ſtandeth in an even 


ice, that we have got pretty ſure Footing, and it 
les the skill of tuch Whiffllers to ſupplant vs. 


tweare concern'd, /eaſt that which is Lame be 


ned out of the Way 5 and they ſhan't (if we can 


Ip it) like the Fat Cattle, Exel. 34. 21. thruſt 


% Side and with Shoulder, and puſh all the Diſeaſ- 


with their Horns, till they have ſcattered them a- 
ad. Our fear is left they lay a ftumbling-block, 
x occaſicn of felling in their weak 'Brethrens may; 
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28 Plain Eugliſh. 
and ſo through their Sin and Folly, and the Scan 
ariſing from thence, thoſe Souls ſhould periſh, f 
which Chriſt died. We grant *tis in their Pow 
to do what they will with their own: and we dy; 
go about (nor indeed can we) to hinder the 
They may be as ſecretly Wicked, Lewd, u 
Worldly as they pleaſe ; we won't force the 
(they need not fear it) to an Heavenly Mind, mu 
leſs to Heaven againſt their liking. But we wol 
oblige them (if poſſible) to be Civil upon Earj 
and let their Neighbours live by them a quit a 
pe aceable Life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. To C 
clude, tho' they will not bear us Company, « 
mend their pace, we'll make them if we can, ſta 
a little out of the way, that others may have roq 
under them to go, and that their Footſteps ſlip nt 
. To this I may add 4%, Julian the Apoſ.tlf 
Famous Objection ; and we'll lend it to the Parti 
before- mentioned, if it will help their Cauſe, 
do them any manner of Service. When the Chi 
ſtians came to him for Juſtice, and Redreſs of the 
| Wrongs, he us'd to tell them, Sirs, your Maſi 
let you another Leſſon, Not to reſiſt Evil; but wi 
ſoever ſhall ſmite you on the right Cheek to turn tohi 
the other alſo, and if any Man take away your Cu 
to let him have your Cloak alſo. And our Objeo 
may draw much the fame Inference as he did; Dot 
it become you to tug, and contend with your Neig 
bours, and make them better then they have ami 
to be ? This is the Doctrine of 48; founding D 
minion in Grace, and ſuch Honour have all his Sail 
Confider we muſt each of us have our turn: You 
is to come; The Righteous ſhall have Dominion 
the Morning, but they that are Lewd, and rhey# 
are Drunk are Drunk in the Night, and you'l gi 


{ 
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ao much, that this is our Hour and Power of Dark- 


. And if we are (as you ſay) the Men of the 
ra, who have our Portion in this Liſe: Why 
0, Would you who are not of the VVorld, whoſe Citizen- 
ten and Converſation is in Heaven, ſet up for Con- 
un llers, and give us Laws in our own Country ? 

+ MJ As to the firſt part of che Objection, I Anſwer, 


m bis were firaining Paſſive Obedience a Peg higher 
ollen it was ever ſet yet. ?Tis time enough of Con- 
ence to ſuffer, when Providence has brought us 
+ oi {uch a Condition; and then we hope God will 
ve us ſuch a meaſure of Patience, that we ſhall 
„ I t ſnrink from nor ſink under it. But to ſuffer 
„auen we need not, is a Work of Supererogation, 
rod Voluntary Humility, which we Proteſtants never 
nat mitted. As to giving you Laws in your own 
of arr itories, we give you none; but only oblige 
part to keep your own Laws; thoſe to which you 
iſe, Moe either actually, or virtually conſented in Per- 
Cue, Parents or by Proxy, and by which you hold 
fie your Liberties, Rights and Properties; or elle 


Math might be as very Slaves as the French. 

t But 5. It is objected by the fame Perſons, that if 
to ele Knights-Reformers go on at this rate, and cat 
+ Coli Evil-doers, as they give out they will, from the 
ect of the Lord, and pluck up every Plant that their 
„Do vel Father bas not planted, we are like to have 
NeighWine World of it indeed. We ſhall all become Puri- 
ams we ſhall have Preſbytery come in like a Hood, 


hich is as bad as the overflowing of Ungodlineſs,and 
; Saint" times worſe (in ſome Mens account) than a de- 
You of Popery. Beſides we ſhall be nothing like the 
nion t of Me World, (toto diviſos orbe Britannos in- 
hey ed); and as dittant from others in Cuſtoms as in 
ga tuation. What, no Whoring, Swearing, Drink 
| i ing, 
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30 Plain Engliſh, 
ing, Gaming, &c. ? What a dull plate would the 
Earth be if things come to this paſs? We had as lid 
they ſhould ſhur us up in a Cloyſter, or condemn yy 
to Purgatory. Inſtead of coming up to the Standard 
of the Age the Beans Ejprits, the gay weil-bred, pg. 
lite victorious People oꝰ c' other fide the Channcl ws 
ſhall become like our poor, ſneaking, beggarly 
Northern Neighbours o' Vorher fide the Tweed; thy 
is as a late Oracle of our Lawterm'd it, (and I ſuppoꝶ 
ſome of you may have heard it from his Bawling 
Mouth) Siveling Saints. And if the Gentlemen x 
St. Cer mains, with their Toung Maſter, ſhould bo. 
nour us with a Viſit (as there are many who labour 
Night and Day to clear the Paſſage, and prepare th 
Way for him) they, not to ſay you, will be aſhanbd u 
find how the Nation is degenerate from what thei 
Old Maſt er left it. We were then a towardly promi: 
ſing People, almoſt debauch'd to a perfect ripench 
for Popery and Slavery, and now (quantum mitt 
ab illo Hedorc!) relaps'd into the old lumpiſh 
Phlegmatick Spirit of Godlineſs and Morality. 
_ Todraw this Objection. to a Point, that we may 
Tee the whole force of it together: the deſign ot it 
is to fright you with the formidable Bug-bear df 
Phanaticiſm But J hope you have more Wit that 
to be ſo eaſily icar'd or banter'd out of your Read 
and Chriſtianity, For ſuppoſing this Charge wen 
true, (as it is altogether falſe and malicious) there 
no ſuch mighty matter in it; (for the Sound is moref 
frightful far than the Senſe). A Phangrick ſigniia 
no more than a Madman, and that's neither a il 
nor a Scandal, not a quarter fo bad as a Rakehelld 
2 Reprobate. Beſides, you'll have good haggiuravi 
Company of all Ages; Hoſ. 9.7. The Prophet ist 
fool, the ſpiritual Mam is mad. Nay,a wiſer than chel 
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Plain Eygliſb. 31 
Solomon either, even our Great Maſter, in whom 
re hid all rhe Treaſures of Wiſdom and Know- 
r Was not only i in the Tews account a r 5 an ric, 
ta Dem: ons 0053 John 10. 28. A. 2 many 0 of pe 
Wn He hath a Devil and is mad, my hear ye kim 
YET no ſooner came over from the Ph. ari ces, hut 
> became a Phanatick ; and Feſtus was of Opinion 
Hit his Phariſaccal N9tions were the cauſe of it Acts 
5.24. and Feſtus ſaid with a loud voice, Paul. thoi 
r befides thy ſal! > Much Learning doth make tice 
Lid, Lal 5 all the Apoſtles rurn'd, Phanaticks at 4 
ap, and that by thoſe very means (de how Doctors 
lifer) as the Fews then concladed, ole our Gen- 
lemen would preſcribe us, as the lureſt Antidote 
o keep us found, viz. Drinking and good Fellowſhip ; 
Ind no wonder when this was noſed abro: 14. the u- 
tude came together from all quar rers ( and fancy 
bme of our higheſt Catholicks, that” moſt abhor'a 
,venticle, could diſpenſe with it upon the ſame 
rms) to get cheirMornings-draughtamongſt them. 
lay, to come nearer home ; Archbiſhop Uſher, the 
lory of our Church, was often ſcorn'd as a Pari- 
n (for Phanatick is a term of the lateſt Edition, 
nd our late excellent Primate was ſtil'd (as 1 have 
eard) by a mighty Man of Law, A Phanatick 10 
amn-ſlee ves. 120 Our pr eſent u wor thy Prelates, arid 
ue Fathers of the Church, are frequently reviPd 
y their very dutiful and obedient Children at the 
ame Civil and Chriitian rate. Nay, tho' you were 
Vanch as Dr. Hammond, as High as Arch-Biſho 
T1, while you are zealous for God, and elpouſe 
ls Caule, you ſhall be ſures meer w /ith che tame 
anguage ; and therefore look for no fairer quarter 
their Hands. But let this be your Coulo! ar ion, 
nich AMuſculu often apply« d to himfe f Who 


 feorwd 


32 Plain Engliſb. 
ſcorn'd and reproach*d for his Zeal, Si inſarinaM; 
Deo, & c. if we are beſides our ſelves, alias, if x 
are Phanaticks, it is to God, 

There is one Objection more from your Enemig 
Quarters, which I muſt nor pals in filence (thong 
ſcarce worth mentioning) leſt I ſhould ſzem to1y 
my Thumb upon what I do not like; and that! 
concerning ſtrange Villanies practic'd by you, , 
thoſe whom you imploy ; as if innocent per 
had been circumvented, trick'd, trepan'd, and ny 
| Teſted with malicious Prolecurions. I take this toh 
wholly the forgery of the Father of Lies, for it bea 
his Image and Superſcription exact, For my part 
never heard but one blind Story, from a Perſon 
Figure indeed, but greatly dilaffected to you, with 
out naming Time, Place, Perſons, or any other C 
cumſtance; whence I preſently concluded the 
was nothing in it: Wherefore [ ſhall ſer this 0 
jection aſide (for I rhink twill keep cold) til 
hear it made; or leave it to others who do knoy 
for I know nothing of any ſuch Matter. 

I have now done with your Enemies till I he 
further from them: I come now in the laſt pla 
(and then I ſhall have done with you 17 tot 
Objections of Neuters, or half or falſe Friend 
who thus ſhew Cauſe why they don't come in, al 
-mcreale your Numbers. 
I. Then fay ſome, I love to live private, a 

am not for making a Noiſe and Buſtle in 6 

World. I Anſwer, If it be Fame you are ai 
of, ne're trouble your Heads about that, for) 
will get no Renown (in this World at lealt) | 
ſuch Adventures, take my Word for't. But! 
Buſtle I don't like; i. e. if you would ſpe 
plain, and if not, we know your meaning 


|, or troubleſome Duties; but would (if poſ- 
le ) go to Heaven in a Featherbed. You are 


ach in the right on't, and do ſo by all means. 


you can; for men will praiſe ye when jou. do well 


your ſelves. But I very much doubt this hope 


ill make you Aſham d; and therefore 'twere better to 
ur in time, leſt a Promiſe being left of entring into 


Bt Reſt which remaineth for the People of God, 


# ſhould any ways ſeem to rome ſhort of it. For 
ey that die in the Lord reſt from their Iabours, and 
tir works follow them, Rev. 14. 12. 
But 240%, Say others yet better Affected; You 
we our good Wiſhes ; Our Hearts are with 
pu, And pray, why not your Hands? Tho! 


ſent in Body, we are preſent in Spirit. And 


ay, why not in Both ? If your Heart be divided 
w ſhall ye be found Faulty, or at leaſt Tardy. 
ut to diſcover the weakneſs of this Plea, apply 
but to other Duties, and then ſee how it will 
Id, (for this J think I have prov'd to bea Du- 
, and a firſt-rate Duty.) We are Well-Wiſh- 
sto the Word, but pray have ws excusd, we 

t well afford to be Hearers, much leſs Doers 


it. We are Well-Wiſhers to Prayer, but we 
we not While or Zeal to Attend it. I am 
th you ſhould try, becauſe *twould be a dan- 
rous Experiment if it fail, Whether G | 


bes without Good Works: will bring you ta 
VVV 
But 3dly, Say others, who are yet farther Ad- 


ned, and not fur from the Kingdom, of God, 


ou have our Hearts, our Prayers, nay, our Pur- 
 t00, according to our Ability. This I think 


may 
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ve my own Eaſe, and am for no coſtly, pain- 


by 
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may paſs for Women, Aged, Sick, or Impotey 
Perſons. For it comes up to that Rule of A; 
ceptance, Where there is a willing mind, it is accy 
ted, (2 Cor. 8. 12.) according to that a man hath, iy 
not according to that he hath not. But if youareh 
for Service, (as you are bound, or I am might 
miſtaken , to glorify God in your Body and Syiri 


which are His ) and if you are not, we wor 


take you in; Pray let us have your Perſons to 

for indeed we want Hands, and muſt pray you” 
as the Man of Macedonia did St. Paul, Act. 16 
Come over and help us. Were our Compaie 
Compleat, we ſhould not perhaps be in ſuch H 


for Recruits : But the Miſchief ont is, the D: 
(ke the French) carries all by Numbers; a 


tis hard with an Handful to maintain our Ling 


much more to take the Field againſt him vi 


Attacks with Hundreds of Thouſands. 
But 475, Even this ſtarts another Object 
(and I am bound in Conſcience to ane 
it as fully as I can, becauſe tis one of ol 
own ftarting, ) .You have given us here ( nl: - 
the fearful and unbelieving ſay) a very tom 
dable account of the preſent poſture of Affi igl 
and we have no Might nor Heart againſtt 


great Multitude; ſuch Intelligence is enough 


make, Ezek. 7. 17. all hands Fen , and all He 
week as water: And to tell you the Iii 
We have not Courage enough to face ſuc i 


Foe: And if we are Cowards, 'tis not who 


our fault; for who can help natural Temper? Ig 
Complexion? If. indeed we undertook to ce 


mand Fleets or Armies, Cowardice were a Ci 


and the Daſtard in that caſe is a Traytor 1 put 
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illain : But we never pretended to Feats of 
hivalty , and dare not fet out for Knjghts-Er- 
mt (For ſo Gentlemen, I fuppoſe you have 
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„% erd che Sparks of the Town call you; know 
e your comfort , that you are Dubb'd for your 
del ervice, and the Honour of Knighthood is a pre- 
ir Ent Reward : ) Befides, we have a Diſcharge to 


roduce, under the Hand and Seal of the Lord 


BF Zo Himſelf, even from an Holy War, from 

ya ming to the help of the Lord 4 the mighty, 

16 Heut. 20. 8. The Officers that ſpeak unto the 1 
Wcople, and fay, What Man is there that is Fear- j 


il and Faint-Hearted ? let him go and return to 
js Houſe, left his Brethren's Heart Faint as well 


his Heart. 


There is 4 gteat deal, 1 muſt needs own, in 
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Aſſeſſmation : and we cannot ſerve God or oi 
Country, but we muft have the Fate of Sir July 
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Coventry before our Eyes. "Tis like you may hare 
heard the we however being ſhort, and muck 
to our purpoſe, tis worth while to relate it 

There was a Motion made in the Lower-Houſe, ty 


ſweep thoſe Peſtilent Vermin the Players out of N 
their Kennel: The Court-Party oppos d it, plex ſo! 
ding their Merits, and what conſiderable Serve 
they had done the Crown, (I ſuppoſe fome h 
Fought for King Charles the firſt.) This unhappy e 
Gentleman ftarts a Scurvy Queſtion, Whether”: 
the Adtors or the Actreſſes had been ſo Serviceablet MP 
the Crown? But it coft him dear; for going -* 
ſoon after by the Horſe-Guards in his Coach, . 
was ſtopp'd and drag'd in, (twas thought li 
Throat was deſign d to be cut) but upon ſeconi 
Thoughts, they only Slit his Noſe; I ſuppoſe, . 
ſpoil his Speech for the future, that having ſuch! 
a Defect, he might the rather learn to keep hi 
Tongue within his Teeth : And tis likely, te 
Tryers of the Guards were ordained for this end; f 
that they might have none but ſuch hardend e 
thorough- pac d Brayoes, as would boggle at n, 
thing on this ſide Hell. See here a Sample di 
French Diſcipline, and as you like it, be fond of i by 
Now if. we adviſe with Fleſh and Blood upaliſ** 
ſuch matters, it will ſuggeſt that wary M 
Aim. F. 13. Therefore the prudent ſhall keep ſilence int" 
that time, for it is an evil time; the Devil now H 
£ his Crew goes about like a roaring Lion, to fright We 
Men out of their Duty. For beſides that tight” © 
. Players who ſet the Queen Arms on their Scam“ 
dalous Bills, and ſubſcribe themſelves, (it my - 


_, 
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e in Complement, as we do in our Letters,) Her 
ajeſty's Servants; are (as all the World knows) 
Woth Stallions and Hectors by their Calling, (and 
lure they have not the Royal Authority for that | 
00. ) The Soldiers who are maintain'd with the 


les or of Her Majeſties beſt Subjeds. The Mar- 
wie yrs of your Society (for Martyrs they are, as 
ha ood as any in the Rubrick ; and their death as 
W the ſight of the Lord, as even St. Ste- 
ther bens, who was too in a männer Mobb' d,) were 
let urther'd by thoſe Sons of-Violence, thoſe rough 
oing 8 Jer. FI. 27: Who are _only Skilful 10 
„be /o). 
wh A Neighbour of mine ( 1 is one of you) 
con ew d me not long ſince a formal Declaration of, 
ſe, we ſent him by a Soldier, whom he had in- 
{let orm d againſt for Swearing; ( tho' *twas much 
p li” a private Sentinel, and ſomewhat more bo- 
„tie ourable than the French Hectors practice) to de- 
end, lare before he began Hoſtilities; the Style was 
dend emarkable (whether drawn up by a Secretary of 
t ar, or the Clerk of the Regiment, I know not; 
Je ut thus ir run, [ Thou Immortal Informing Dog, 
fi Days are Number d, Ill ſurely be the death f 


hee. ] Are not we, Gentlemen, come to a fine. 
paſs, when a Subject dares not keep the Laws 
or fear of theſe Fiends ? I have liv'd ſome while 


and their Communication; They Swear and Curſe as 
luly as they Speak; they 15 the Streets at 
ll Hours of the Night ; dae the Whores; 

D 3 | Inſult, 


ation's Money for our Defence, are the Ter- 


ds it were in the Mouth of / em, and Fought with 
Beaſts (as St. Paul at Epheſus) almoſt theſe Four. 
ears, and ſhould -know ſomewhat of the men, 
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— * having ſo inſolently broke the Peace, con 
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Inſult, Abuſe, and ſometimes Murther the Watch; 
and what can be done with them? Their Officer 
claim the Cognizance of the Caſe, and truly 
their Diſcipline is juſt as good as that at Do: 
Commons; and no wonder, for the Commander 
are many of them more Debauch'd and Pro. 
phane than their Men. For though I have of. 
ten heard of Reformades and Reformed. Officers, ya 
1 never once heard of Reformers amongſt them; 
nor as long as I have been Acquainted with you, 
did I ever ſee any of that Cloath ; nor indeed, 
many of my own in your Societies. ef 


4 


But all this is no News, for Soldiers and Blade 
of the Town to be Hectors; but ſo general i 
the Contagion of late, that Magiſtrates, Gen 
tlemen of the Long Robe, Phyſicians, nay, and 
Miniſters are Bullies too; as if they * who 
ſhould be foremoſt in the French Mode, to pleaſe 
their nen- epected Maſters. Is it not a burning 
(bat Pagan Rome would have bluſh'd at, and 
Cato or Tully have cry'd, O Tempora, O More,) 
That a Son of Violence, a Notorious Bully, 
ſhould ſit in one of our higheſt Courts of Juſtice, 
in an Office ſo nearly related to the Crown and 
the Peace, ( as it were to brave the Nation, and 
bid them expect Juſtice there, if they dare,) 2 


temnd the Laws, and defid the Crown, h 
Challenging, Abuſing, Aſſaulting, and Outn 
ging „ and that in Meſmpinſter-Hall, within fight 
of ſo many. Courts of Juſtice, ) one of th 
worthieſt Gentlemen for Learning, Piety, and 
true Bravery, that this Age can boaſt of, a * 

| | . 1 of 
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of Parliament , and what is more Honourable 
the ſight of God, an active and very valuable 
ember of your Societies; Becauſe he durſt not 
gefy God and the Government, and go the ſhort- 
ay to Hell; or perhaps, becauſe te did not 


mY Underſtand a Sword ſo well as himfelf. It is not 
* nlikely he, or Ruffians for him, may ſerve me 
„e 00: But I chank God I am Bull/-i roof, and 
a1 


fear no He&ors, by what Name or Title ſoever 
Auf d or diſtinguiſn ccd. 

Hence we may ſee there is ſtill abundant cauſe 
Wor that Charge from God, Foſh. 1. 7. Only be 
thou very courageous, that thou may ſt obſerve to do 


15 according to all the Lam, &. When to keep the 
Gen Ln is as much as a man's Life is worth. - . 
ane But {till this is no juſt Excuſe for Cowardice 
wie" the diſcharge of our Duty, but only ſhews 
kae te Neceſſity of Courage; which is to be had 
mine well as Wiſdom, or any other Grace, for ask- 
Tal ing. And St. Paul who had fo often paſt the 
ane Pikes, declares, I can do all things, 2 7 5 
ih. through Chriſt which Strengtheneth me. Otherwite 


it would be very hard for the Fearful to be put 
into that Black Liſt; or rather dead Warrant, 
Rev. 21. 8.. eſpecially ſince being ſfout-hearted 
commonly makes men far from righteouſneſs. 

But after all, the Trial is not ſo fierce and fi- 
ery as ſome may fancy ; theſe bluſtering Blades 
are nothing near ſo terrible as an Army with Ban- 
vers; nor do their big ſwelling Words ſound ſo 
loud as a Cannon, or a Mortar. And if it ſhould 
be your Lot to be preſs d or trepann'd (as ſome 
have been, for there's Tricks in all Trades) into 
the Fleet or Army, you muſt have far greater 
ee e Da . 27 
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Terrors ſet in array againſt you : Which, yet ſongllih, p 
voluntarily encounter for a, vain Notion of Ho. 
nour; and others for Eight-pence à day: By 
the Captain of your Salvation will give you 9. 
therguiſe Pay and Preferment. Beſides, , j 
he that ſhall harm you, if ye be followers of thy 
which is good ? The Devil is an arrant Cowan, 
face him, and he flees, and all his Vaſſals are like 
him: Sin is weak as Water; and Guilt will tren 
ble at the Sound of a ſhaken Leaf; and the wick 
fee when none purſues. They are ſturdy Rehel 
indeed againſt God, but meer Slaves to Man; 
and thro fear of death, are nll their life-time [ubj( 
to bondage. They know, if they dye in the Fray, 
they are damn'd ; as a great Dueller frankh 
confeſs'd to me, That he never enter'd the De. 
vil's Lifts, (which he had often done) but withthis 
full Perſwaſion; that if he loſt his Life, his Soulf 
was undone for ever. Only Confidence in his 
Skill, and the fear of being Poſted, (and as hi 
Expreſſion was, Piſs d on) (perhaps with the 
help of Brandy or Opium) buoy'd up his Spicis 
from ſinking. So that their Bravery is indeed 
nothing elſe but a baſer ſort of Fear, or Cow- 
Aci in andcher Des. 
But if God ſhould honour you with the lay: 
ing down your Lives in this Glorious Cauſe: | 
to you it ſhould be given, (and a ſignal Favour it i 
not only, to ſfrive againſt ſm, but to reſiſt uni 
blood; (the Rules before laid down, as to you 
State and Life, being firſt obſerv'd ) I can upo 
better warrant paſs my word, than one is ſaid to 
have done to the Soldiers in the Veſe, My Soulftic 
for yours, ye ſhall be with Chriſt the ſame de 
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Paradiſe ; and with the noble Army of Mar- 
rs, praiſe him for ever. 


me 
lo. 


zul But now 5b, comes an Objection that re- 
o- ires Courage on my part, (and I bleſs God, he 
0 Ms given it me) for J foreſee it will diſturb 


that 
rd; 
like 


eM. 


/%s-Neſt, and I expect to have them buzzing 
ward the Door; but yet I cannot baulk it, with- 
ut injury to God and Truth. For when we 
chort ſome People to be zealouſly affected in 


ck/Whis good Matter, they cannot deny the Good- 
beets of it; but they are (it ſeems) pre-engag d. 
an; civil Anſwer, and ſatisfactory too, if it were 
bj«Fbund : Their Zeal is all beſpoke, and they have 
ray, one to ſpare for this Service; becauſe it is all 
nkl 


De- 
1this 
Soul 


n hy 


xt have too many Irons in the Fire, leit ſome 
them cool. But ſure the Church may ſtay a 
le, till God is ſerv'd ; for after Him is Man- 
rs; ſuppoſing both Intereſts could not be car- 


as ld on together. N NY 

1 theft Now the Stumbling-block that theſe Gentle- 
piWcn ſeem to ſtart at, is your Name of Refern:- 
weeds ; and I could almoſt wiſh (but now tis too 


Coy eto change it) that you had pitch'd upon ſome 
her, as Amenders; or that ſa. 58. 12. Rer. 
e lay: 


ſe: | 


5 
K. 


; for truly there had been no Place for dier 


it / Living in the World, if ſome ſuch Courle 
t mid not been taken. The Name of Reformation, 
» youliey apprehend, threatens the Church, becauſe 
| upolmade* ſuch a Change in it an Age and a Half 
ſaid go; and they fear, we intend ſome rew Alte 
y Souliftions; Whereas, God knows, we think it e- 


ne 0Wugh (and more than we can compaſs, to 18. 


fem 


4 
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ken up already for the Church; and they muſt 
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paths to dwell in; this had been as proper as 
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42 Plain Engliſh. 
it provokes me beyond all patience, and i, eny 
whereas they ſay, they are Jews, and are not; hu 


in the State of 62, St. Pauls, and the Abbey! 


Singers and Anthems of which, charm them! 
more, and raiſe a brisker Devotion, than all 


_ Misdemeanors , I never ſtood to enquire : 


form the Streets, the Markets, the Taverns, an 
eſpecially the Play-Houſes; and ſure none g 
theſe are Holy Ground. I would not be miſtaken 
(but I greatly fear I ſhall,) A true hearty Frien 
of the Church, I entirely love and-honour; By 


to make even a wiſe man mad, to hear a Comp 
ny of Miſcreants, as wicked almoſt as the H- 
vil could wiſh to have them; not only uſurp, hi 
engroſs the Church, as if it were their Bockim 
and all befides were Heathen Men and Publicm 


Iye, and really belong to the Synagogue of Satan; u 
care not a ruſh, if all the Churches in Town ou 


excepted ; fo their Two Cathedrals, in Drum 
and Lincolns-Inn-Fields, were but ſafe ; the 90 


inen, 5 5-5 
I would not have you think, that Tſpeak he 
without Book, tho T preach without Notes. 
J have met with this Anſwer both in Town 4M. 
Country, again and again; when I have Wh: 
prov'd Sots, Swearers, Gc. (eſpecially wii 
they have been Mellow, or rather Maudlin, 
they call it;) I am for the Church; I love 
Church at my Heart. Whether they mean it 
way of Privilege, that they have a Church-Lid 
for their Crimes; or by way of Atonemt 
that this their Zeal makes an amends for tl 


ſuch Impudence, I confeſs, puts me to a 
plus; and all the Reply I can make, is, ; 


Plain Engliſh; 43 


ry for it; but whilſt you are ſuch unruly Mem- 
the Church (if Tknow any thing of Her Mind) 
en rather have your Room than your Company, 


nd am content, if I prove ſuch, to be ſerv'd fo 


uM; (elf) eſpecially ſuch bold brazen Hypocrites, 
po would face the World down againit all Senſe 
DG Reafon,' and even Matter of Fact, that they 
„cor can love any Church at all. Haters of God, 
Jud Lowers of the Church, one would think were a 


cole, if not a Contradiction; and yet tis an 
eeding common caſe now-a-days. Therefore 
proceed to enquire what they mean by the 


urch; but this touches upon a Sore, and they 


2) iWſcncly grow ſour or fallen; and I could ne- 
yet ſee any of theſe Gentlemen Maſters of 
Ve much Temper, as to give a Man a Civil An- 
em er, or let one into their Meaning; and I hope 
all i: Publick Query may procure another Letter 
the Living to the Living, by their Principal 
ak Hretary, or ſome abler Hand to clear up the 


s. Mint for the World's ſatisfaction. For their 


wn 8 hitherto, and the Atheiſts Nature, are fp 
ave ; Words unntterable, Terms too high to be 
J gflained, Subjects that can neither be ſeen, felt, 


din rd, nor underſtood; and unleſs they will de- 
love We their Shibboleth or (if they were not pro- 
in wid Enemies to canting, of all things in the 
Lad) I could find in my heart to call it their 


nem, we muſt be left in the dark, and know not 
for M to follow them, though we would never ſo 


re: Wi: For if the Word be ambiguous, and the 
) 2 ft give an uncertain Sound, who can 29: ma 


is, ; ſelf to the Battel. But to give them their due; 
| attel, | : 
Ok I ne- 


w I love at my Soul to uncaſe an Hypoctits, 
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44 Plain Engliſh. 
I never hear the Church of God or Chriſt, here 
they are wondrous tender of taking thoſe Sacre 
Names in vain ; though in other Diſcourſe the 
maker one Word in five; no, nor the Proteſt. 
or Reformed Church, but only the Church; it my 
be the Church of Preftor-Fohn, or the Mufti, fq 
any account we can get from them. 
'. © Wherefore, ſuppoſing they mean the Church, 
England, let us proceed to pick out their Senk 
by the beſt Light we have, till they Il be pleas 
to afford us a better. I have ſo much Chari 
for them, as to conclude, they cannot be ſo gro 
in their Notions, as to look no farther than thi 
Walls and the Glebe ; though ſome too are ſo 
tiſn enough to ſtick even here. Well then, d 
they mean by the Church, the Heads or Rule 
of it (as we commonly mean when we ſay th 
Government); God be prais d, it was never bet 
ter headed, thoſe Chairs never better fill 
ſince England was a Nation; and God grant the 
may never be worſe, and no Sober Man (I 
lieve) will complain : But theſe Gentlemen 1 
quite of another mind, and what they ſay 
their Spiritual Fathers, is too well known, 4 
unfit for this place. Well then, to proceed, Ws; 
they mean by the Church, the Articles of Rel ice 
on? (that's the uſual Standard to judge of it 
Church by), viz. the Confeſſion of their Faitiſe,; 
No, theſe will not do. There are four or ive / 
them, and amongſt the reft one terrible lo; 
one (as long as four others) with a Name alma, 
as unſizable as Latitudinarianiſim, which look Mira 
much Geneva-ward, to ſuit the Genius of our“ It 
perfine improved Armenian Age. Our .* 
1 > 2 
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orefathers the Bifhops and Dignitaries at the 
nod of Dort, condemned the Arminian Tenets 
: manifeſt Errors; and our Parliament in 1627, 
r thereabouts, complain'd of the increaſe of Pa- 
n and Arminians, among their Grievances, or 
e growing Evils of the Age, which called for 
ſpeedy redreſs: But Tempora Mutantur, & c. our 
Wow Church-Champion (if I don't miſtake him) 
in ſee no Reaſon why the Scriptures ſhould not 
taken in an Arminian Senſe: We are ſorry for 
at, but can't help it, only we pray that God 
ould. bleſs his Eyeſight. To proceed in our 
eſt Do they mean by the Church the Ca- 
or Homilies ;(theſe our Gentlemen know juſt 
much of, as the Twelve Tables at Roine, 
the Laws of the Medes and Perſians ) 
dt one of the Laity in Ten, has ever ſeen them, 
d ſcarce one in Five Hundred has Read them 
rough ; and if they had, they would find the 
octrine of the one too Sound and Old-faſhi- 
d, and the Diſcipline of the other, too ſtrict 
d preciſe for their turn; and we ſhould quick- 


en A have them in another Tune. Well then; is it 

lay fi: Liturgy (for there is nothing elſe left to ſerve 

1, Mir their Standard) Alas! this has too much 

ed, : Scripture, too many Pſalms and Leſſens for their $ 
Re/WMice Palates, and muſt be dreſs'd, and diſnt up 14 
© ich exquiſite Muſick to make it go down with 4 
Faigem. And as much as they pretend to admire " 
fe / for 'tis all over Pretence) they very ſeldom 1 
le lo hme ac it; (but that may be, leſt roo much 1 
Alm miliarity breed Contempt, and becauſe Ad- A 
Dory ration is beſt kept up at a diſtance.) One of 4 
Our 


ele Zeelots, who ſerm'd to be a Pillar, could not- 
| e Wuünffand⸗ 
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46 Plain Eugliſt. 
withſtanding his great Reſpect ( if the Woll 
has not wrong'd him) in the midſt of his D. 
votion, (ſure it was not a ſudden Rapture of Nj 
vine Love) turn the moſt excellent part of 
into a Leud, Blaſphemous Jeſt ; And. TII unde 
take you may find theſe Bleſſed Churchmen, fg 
times at a Play, and ten times at a Tavern, f 
once at Divine Service. I ſuppoſe you kng 
the New Diſtinction, (tis a nice one, and fir 
as Scotus and Aquinas with all their Subtilty col 
never hit on: ) Of the Church, and For the Chun 
One comes conſtantly to Church, Morning a 
Afternoon: he is with us, but yet againſt us, or n 
heartily for us; another comes once in a Moa 
and then it may be, half Drunk; and ſmell] 
ſtrong of Brandy no one can fit near him ; 1 
ſo takes up the Room of two better than himk 
this is all the Church gets by him, andy 
he is Violently for the Church; and Hic vin! 
eſt, this is the Man for their Turn, eſpecially 
for two Sermons a Day. Indeed to be too c 
ſtant, and ſerious in all its Ordinances, is wi 
them an ill ſign, it has a Phanatic Aſped, à 


) 
if they would venture to ſpeak out, this is a 
ſenſe at the bottom: He drives the Point Har 
far, he's in Good Earneſt for the Church; he hi. 
- Davgerow Peron EET w 
To Sum up our Evidence; theſe GentlemM7; 
Churchj9;p is not to be found in the Book of Sf 
ticles, of Canons, of Hymilies, nor of Comm 
Prayer, nor in any Book that Ixnuw of, but wil 3. 
I never could ſce, nor ca fay any thing to nic 
Book of Sports. Yes, theres une Book all at 
at « 


Canonical, and with them tlc Ear and Gn 
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4th; the Author of it came to an ill End, but 

; End was according to his Works ; for the Devil 

d never 4 more Serviceable Tcol; and that is 

\dibras; one Canto of which in their Account, 
worth all the Cant of St. Pauls Epiſtles; and 
e known ſome, who were Train'd up for 
ampions, have got every Line of Hudibras by 
eart before they could ſay one Chapter of rhe 
le, or yet Read it perhaps as far as Exodus. And 
) wonder if it were had in ſuch high eſteem, 
hen a Defender of the Faith declared at the 
uncil-Table, it was the beſt Book that ever 
as Printed; and yet I think the Bible had then 

ſod the Preſs. PR 1 - 


o conclude, The Scrutiny of a Church-man is 
Made now-a-days by a few upſtart, paultry 
in{Merms, and Uſages, of which, with my belt 
1d es, I never could fee the leaſt hint, or men- 
„n in all the Canons, Rubrick, Rituals, nor any Pub- 
ia Authentick Inſtrument of the Church what- 
0 erer (and I think I am reaſonably well Read 


is i chem all:) And the whole World knows we hold 
d, ih written Traditions; but uſe this as one of our 
is Ut Pleas againſt the Popiſis, that we deal above- 


ard, and let every one fairly ſee in Black and 
hite to what they muſt Conform, Now theſe 
w Marks of Church-Memberſhip, which ſerve 
Tefts or Criterions to find out a Phanatick Wolf 
Sheeps Cloathing, are theſe which ſoilow. 


ut vl . To call the Communion-Table an Altar, 
g to hich ſuppoſes a Sacrifice; and I never heard 
all any outward Sacrifice an 


ng Chriſtians, but 


at of the Maſs. 


Which the only Precedents J can meet with, At 


| Main Engliſh, | 
2. Conformably to this term, to make a pro 

ſound Reverence or Congee to, or toward i; 
which by the way, is far more reaſonable in the 
Church of Rome, for they have ſomething to Plea 
in its Defence: viz,, that they have their Go 

before them in the Pix, as a preſent Object 
their Devotion. I have been very Inquiſitie 
about the true Riſe, and Reaſon of this Practice 
but how, or hen it came up, I could never pe 
an Account, nor indeed any other but this, fro 
the moſt Learned and Judicious of my Acquain 
ance ; that tis a Laudable Cuſtom. 
Jo turn their Faces toward the Zaſt whe 

a repeat the Creed, ( and many, when , 
perform other parts of their Devotion, ) f 


thoſe Twenty five Men, whom the Proph 
Ezekiel caught, Ezzk. 8. 16. (and I think he dc 
not much commend them for it,) With their Bud 
toward the Temple of the Lord, and their Facts t 
ward the Eaf, but they had ſome Reaſon on the 
1ide,for it ſeems! they were Worſhipping the Sy 
4. Upon pain of Phanaticiſm to call the Ch 
fan Sabbath by no other, but the Old Heathen 
Name of Sunday, and accordingly to make! 
Heatheniſh an uſe of it: to ſcruple no Viſits, Jou 
neys, Divertions, Cc. but to end it at Nod 
for a Sabbaterian (tis well known) is: of all othe 
the Rankeft Phanatick. I ſuppoſe twas int 
Strength of chis Church-Principle, that ſon 
great Patriots and Pillars of the Church (whe 
th 14pp2n'd lately to over-hear comparing Nots 
had boen lite at a Tavern on a Sunday-night in 
clote Goalait, tor Securing the e 3 and 
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od Token, one of them went away without 
ying the Reckoning + ; 
;, Of late, to viliſe the Memory of King 
lam, and throw all the Dirt upon Him they 
, (of which I have, ta my ſorrow, too abun- 
nt proof) yet I take him to be the beſt, Friend 
e Church of England has had for at leaſt fifty 
ars before; perhaps, ſince the Conqueſt ; Not- 
thſtanding that Perilous Innovation, not in the 
urob, but in His own Chappel, (as ſure He might 
what He would in His Own) df having the L- 
„ and other Prayers, rather ſaid than fung 
rt defie Malice it ſelf to prove any other Inva- 
n or Encroachment upon the Church, againſt 


1 its 


lead 
(30( 
& 
ſitipe 
tice; 


fro 
Ain 


6, What I know not well whether it be 4 
or Sacred Te, ( 4 Sacred it ſhould be by 
ing conſtantly uncovered at it); and whether 
requires Conſtant or but Occaſional Conformity, 1 
we to the Learned; To drink the Church's 
alth : And I ſuppoſe the Rule is, as in other 
ſes, Fill as ye love Her; and She ſays, as 
. 5. 1. O Friends, drink, yea, drink abundantly. 
dw I muſt confeſs, this is no Rigid 77%, if the 
quor be good; nay, III grant tis a pleaſant, 


1, Al 
ophe 
doe 
Bac 


es if 


e Sy 
> Ch 
then 


3 dagreeable ; but in my Mind no very Reaſo- 
Nod ble nor Acceptable Service: When I know the 
oche nd of Chriſt farther about it, I ſhall readily 


er my own. Now if ſuch Drink-offerings 
y paſs for Devotion, we need not compaſs Sea 
Land to gain Proſelytes ;_ for I'll undertake for 
ow who (put only Taverns for Temple) ſhall 
e with Holy Anna for Perſeverance, and 155 


in t 
t ſon 
"Whol 
Notes 
bt in 
and 


50 a Exglifs.. 7. 
ber never pant from their Devotions, buth ; 
to them Night and Day. 

Now 'ewould be fair co let the World know 
what part of all our Conſtitutions theſe Dyt 
Arte to be found: For to Father, or rather M 
ther tlieir Sp Brats on the Church, and 
dem at her Door, who no where owns em 
hets ; and then "ro: fall foul upon others, 
call them all ro naught, for not taking t them! 
genuine and legitimate, when they themſelves 
not aſſign - the Time or Place of their Bir, 
ſhew ſo mich as their Names in the Church- 
Fer z this appears to me the very herghth of 4 
rary Power and Injuſtice. © 
ow I don't think my ſelf bound to reg 
_ every new Whim, at leaſt till the Publick In 
matuar be ſet to it: If ſome People advance n 
Notions of a Middle State, and Prayers fort 
Dead, and others makeFine cpr br to dai 

(which ſome would be ready to call Prat 
arictthen to bring their e intovos 
cry, the Church the Church; I cant apprehe 
my ſelf bound by virtue 9 Canonical Obed 
to follow the Cry. I owe Obedience to 
Lawful Superiors both in Church and State 

nothing ſinful be enjoin d), but ſtill I have 
much Wit as to diſtinguiſn between Divine! 
lumane, between Cauon and Canon, that of $ 
iure and that of Convocation, and to pay the 
and proper deference to each, and not give 


to Cs „no, nor St. Peter neither, 1 " 
are Eon" ONS 


nf 
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has been my hard Lot to be miſrepreſented 
eco ſome of our Eccleſiaſtical Governors, 
the Sixth Article, the Churchs Health (tho 
very falſe and unfair Aggravations) 

WL pack-friend, or a Sly Enemy to the Church 
ugh none that know me; will lay Craft or 
mbling to my Charge); whereas I think 
elf a bettet Friend to it than my Accuſers : 
re done it ſome little Service, I have brought 
to 4 better Opinion of it, and I think I 


d, in above a dozen Years, with any the 
Contempt, or Failure of Buty r 


ming Heranguc is as ſure a ſign of a Pha- 
as The 


met 
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met with, and ſharper than the Knives aud 


Weapons there is no end, for Scoff and Bay 
them any thing ſerious, they have a ſpeedy] 


ulſe the utmoſt Gravity, the Subject will not 
it, and to be feriqus about a triffing Imperting 
is not only abfard, but almoſt impoſſible. 


© purpoſely kept to bring up the Rear, becul 
muſt debate with you a little upon it; and} 

- I ſhall be truly ſerious, (as the Subject requit 
Tis ſaid your Work ſeems at a ſtand; nay, f 
give out, (but I hope they'll be found Ty: 
that there's little or nothing done now. a- da 
it but hearing Reformation-Sermons. That i 
is a vifible abatement of Succeſs cannot be 
ny d, unleſs we will give all our Senſes the 
and if my Eyes and Ears are my own, (and! 
fſometimes look abroad in the World) thing 
not right, nor 45 they us d to be: The two! 
of the Town were always very looſe, and 
afraid always will be; for when Seamen! 
Soldiers, Footmen and Players, begin to Rel 
I ſhall be apt to conclude the World's neat 
end: But the City is us d to be more Sobe! 
Civiliz d; F could have gone ſome whit: | 
from the Tower to the Temple without heal 
Oath; but now they are almoſt"as rife #5 it 
Suburbs, however, much rifer than they 
Pray, Gentlemen, where mjuft' che Sto 
heß for a Stoppage there is, or Wickednekd 


cers wherewith his Adverſaries cut themſelyy 
we Fight not fach Antagoniſts with their! 


the whole of their Argument, and if we 9 


ply to turn it all into Burleſque ; tho if we we 


i. 


I come now to the laſt ObjeRion, wi 
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Ws {o ſtrangely and ſuddenly overflow ? I dare 
ook up to the Higher Powers; King Aa- 
bas taught me better Manners, 2 Chr. 25. 
' Art thou made of the King's Council? Forbear, 
V0 


ſhouldeft thou be ſmitten ? And another Ama 
(tho not of the ſame Dignity) has back d 
th a like Advice, Ha.. 7. 12. O thou Seer, flee 
be Land of Fudab, and there eat Bread, &c. 
dangerous meddling with thoſe above us, 
hope a modeſt Enquiry may give no Of- 
As to Her Majeſty, tis plain She has 
Her Part, She has ſent forth Precept upon 
pt, Proclamation upon Proclamation, and 


LY charg'd them to be executed with Vigor. 
Failure in the ſubordinate Magiſtrate?God 
\at tl 'Tis true we have had a great and ſur- 
U de 


Alteration made amongſt them; but we 
uppoſe for the better, and not for the 


and Or why was it made? We ſhould always 
hinge chere are good Reaſons for what Our 
Wo ors do, tho we are not able to conceive 

, and er rhe Heart of Rings is unſearchable; The! 
amen perefore, Gentlemen, muſt lye at your 

0 Reliſnd clear Four felves of it as well as you? . 
Ts nel am afraid you are grown weary of Well do. 


begin to faint in your Minds; that you 
k under Diſcouragements, and been rea- 
row. up your Delign as deſperate. But 
if you durſt, Is there not 4 Cauſe? Ay, 
> 15; and a manifeſt one too, if any Bo- 
e Courage. to declare it. Come, Gen- 


hale 1 
heal 
gall 
they 
> Stoß 
.dnekd 


o be plain with you, ye have had ma- 
able Sermons: But tis not every one 

tell you the Truth; but (God be Praiſ- 

VV 
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ed) I dare tell the boldeſt Truth, and that h 
fore the haughtieſt Worm, or the proudeſt | 
ſembly of Treacherous Men under the Sun. 1M 
Caſe is this, (and it cannot be hid) tho ſonlf 
think it ſhould not be ſhewn, but I am na 
their Mind: You are foully trick'd and gh 
you are fed with fair Hopes, and amus'd wi 
goodly Pretences, yet nothing is done nor 
tended to be done in your Favour, but much 
oppoſe you: In the mean while, your Mon 
ſpent; your Timg waſted; your Zealous End 
vours fcorn'd, hated, and ridicutd; your 
tempts baffled; your Perſons affronted, inſi 
aſſaulted ; your Lives threatned, and ofte 
danger d; and this not only conniv d at, bu 
, iy, on 
 _ Theſe, youll ſay, are ſtrange Expre 
but no more ſtrange than true: And what! 
ſaid, III ſtand to, let who dare call me to! 
lick Account fort, as ſoon as they pleaſe: 
be forth-coming ; .and then they may hea 
tle more of my mind, and more perhip 
they H be willing to hear. I know my 
en, and my Call from God to the Service. 
Day; and can produce it, (if need be.) 
 Tho' briars and thorns be with thee, and . 
dwell among ſcorpiens, be not afraid of the 
nor be diſmayed at their lachs; tho' they be 
houſe. © And thou ſhalt. ſpeak, my words 
whether they will hear, er whether they wil 
for they are moſt rebellious. Come ; God 
be mock'd ; and Truth muſt be ſpoken" 
is concern d; (for as to : State-Mattt 
trouble my Head: ) and ſhall be ſpc hi 


i 


have a Tongue, tho all the Devils in Hell and 
Incarnate oonfpire to ftifle it; nay, tho I were 
ſure to be cudgelld or Coventry d, or ha ve my 


Throat cut the next hour: Fl go one Step fur- 


ther, thro' Chriſt who ſtrengtheneth me; tho Iwere 

ſure (as that Glorious Martyr, Monſieur Brouſſon, 
by that expreſs Teaff of Satan, the King over 
\ all tbe Children of Pride, that Prince of Fullies, 
 Hether le Grand, (for Hectors are always both 
Cowards and Cruel) whe would not leave one 
Grain of Liberty or Piety in the. World:) to be 
broken upon the Wheel. And who knows how 
ſoon I may fall into his hands? For there are 
many amongſt us, who would ſell their Prince, 
their Country, their Church, their Souls, (thoſe 


they have any) to bring his Iron Yoke upon 
our Necks; if it were but to be no more plagu'd: 


with Reformation. Then they know Claret will 


be cheap, French Whores will abound, ( which. 
will ſink the Price) and hell gire them le ave c 
be as wicked as they pleafe; (Which is all they 

want) fo. they but acknowledge his Will fer 

Supreme, and fall down and worſhip the Golden Image 
which he bas ſet up; for he is as truly worſhipp'd 
as any of the Roman Heathen Emperors. 
For beſides what T have often heard, «hat the 
_ Officers and others when they mount the Guards 
pay their Devoirs to His Statue, a Gentleman 


off His Statue at Art: 
my as ever Nebuchad; 
of; Imperateriæ Lud 
cm hec Simulaerum, 4 


which is as rank Blaſpbe- 1 


10 ſi Preſes Numen 27 piceret,. - - 
E4 civi- 


ſince, an Ixſcription taken 


Mar or Nero were guilty {| 
ici XIV. Majeſtati, Iccni- 


3 Pain Egli. 
Civitas eue, Senaths Conſulto publice coli ls; 'F 
e. may render it (though not exactly) thus, 75 
the Imaperial Majeſty, of Lewis XIV. the City of Ar- 
54 by. a, Decree of. Parliament, has commanded this 
Statue, bearing His Reſemblance, as if they Tookt up 
70.4 Preſent Deity, to be publickly 2varſhipt. | \ 
The World js not Blind, though-through fear 
it be Dumb; every one ſess which way things 
70. though moſt think it Wiſdom to . and 
ee and ſay nothing; but our Charge runs other- 
wiſe, Hes 58. 1. Cry aloud, ſpare: not, lift up tby 
voice like a trumpet, and ſhew, my ple their tranſ- 
greſſio ons... And I hope 1 may 2 thoſe words 
of the Prophet Micah, ( = Scripture - may be 
quoted without Offence and if it happen to 
hit the caſe too exactly we cant help ther 5 3.8. 
But truly I am full of power by the Spirit of the Lord, 
and of judgment, ani of might, to declare unto Fa) 
cob his tranſgreſſiun, and to Fee his fin. Hear th 
: ere Je heads of. the houſe of Facoþ — that 
8 emer. and, flervert all equity. Who don't 
how many bitter Enemies of Godlineſs, 
45 Non- jurors, and reputed. Friends of 
the French, (for that Triple- League between Rome, 
France, and Hell ; ; that threefold Cord, can never be 
untwiſted, though I hope it wil. 4 br oben,) are 
in A of Publick Truft ; for Places of Pro- 
fit only I ſnould never grudge them, ſo it be not 
their 4 to Sell and Betray us? How ma- 
= ny Grave, Sober, Pious Magiſtrates, Men that 
Feared God and Hated Sin, have been put out of 
WW Commiſſion, and their Places fill d up with wild, 
debauched, hectoring Blades, who Swear, and 
| Drink, and a e when you, Gentle- 
| | men, 
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„ch, have hunted from Bowling Green to Ta 
vern, to give Information Wigan 1 
they ſhall Curſe you for preciſe Phanatical Do 
and if vo preſs the Point upon them, all 
Cane you, or Draw upori you, or Expoſe you 
to the Scorti-and Rage of he Rabble. There 
are ſome Countte; whère for many Miles. round 
they are in the fame State as 2 Fudg. 18. 7. 
" There was no magiſtrate inthe lend that might. put 
' them to ſhant* in any thing, unleſs for diſcharging 
their Duty 0 God; And for tlus, they will Shame 
them abundantty. 'E-know where one of theſe 
- Egregious Magiſtrates, and Blefſed Guardians of 
the Peace, not' long fince rode on Horſeback 
Drunk into 4 Meeting-Houſe, and ask'd them, 
Ibat they dil there Worſhipping rhe Devil? But ne- 
ver Was call d to an Accu forthe Riot. * Was 
name whe! calf to it, "That one at the 8 op "of 
the Law, declared. you were a Publick Nuiſance 3 
. Nuſance ye are indeed, to the Devil and his 
Party, the greateſt they were ever plagud with 
ſince Chriſt and his Apoſtles were on Earth: and 
I truſt you wilt be a greater fill; but ye are un- 
to God, 2 Cor, '2:15; 4 feet ſbvbur of EIS, in 
them that” are ſav d, and in tbem that periſh. You 
are at yalt Experice to proſecute Players for their 
Monſtrous Prophaneneſs: but dont miſtake | 
your ſelves, they have more Friends in Court 
than you; they” have Ceunfel to Plead for 
* them with6ut, Fee ; ; they have the advantage of 
any flip er error in the Indismegt, not oni al- 
Jod but Thewn them too; (And Ferhaf dhethat 
e 17 325 for you may we vett,) and if 


they 
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| they are Convideed { becauſe ſometimes ther 
is no Evaſion without throwing, off the Vizor, 
and there is 2 time for all things,) they have 
enow ready to make à Purſe and ay their Fine; 
for Fine is Penalty enough for ſuch petty veni- 
al Crimes as Blalphemy and abominable Idola- 
tries, in Swearing by and Adoring Heathen Gods, 
that is, Devils, who are as much pleas d with 
this Homage as that of the Ancient Pagan. 
Thoſe Honourable Perſons muſt not be Pillon a, 
'twould ſpoil their Reputation; and they would 
not appear aſterwards with a good Frace on the 
Stage; and ſo the Town would ſuffer in its des- 
reſt Diverſions. Open War. againſt God and Chrif, 
and. good Manners, ſtabs at the very Heart of Re- 
gion have no ſpice of Sedition, but are (1 
warrant ,) conſiſtent. with Loyalty, (and you 
may remember the time, if you don't, I do, 
when Lewdͤneſs and Loyalty were made by ſome 
the whole Duty of Man.) That Guilt and Pe- 
nalty belongs to thoſe raſh unwary, Zealots who ' 
have no more. Wit and Manners than to tell 
Tales, and know more than their Betters would 
have chem. It is not long ſince; I had occaſion 
to wait upon one who is now in an high Poſt 
of Juſtice, and I found him Drinking, and moſt 
familiarly converſing with a very Infamous Plan- 
er; and ſuch a Magiſtrate is like to be hearty in 
bringing Boſom- Friends to condign Puniſhment. 
III fay no more, for Ihave faid enough alrea- 
dy, till Authority ſhall queſtion me for what! 
have ſaid. I ſhall only make this ſhort Applica- 
tion, and I pray remember it; for there may be 
Something in it, and More than every one ima. 
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/ 
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Lap 'he has highly reſented it, and ſhewn his 
Reſentment : He has loudly Warned us & by. 2 A 
Voice from Heaven; A Vaice full of Terror and 


the ſame day by falle feigned Prien of 
againft him; mock'd ſoon after by that Am- 


Tempeſt. He ſeems to put up the Affront, and 


| waits, that be may be Gracious to us; and I con- 


ceive, he may warn you once more by me, har 
ye be no more Mockers, left your Band be 5 /þ 4 
| Bue beware of the Third time ; for if he _ 


I am ſenſible I have ſaid enough to bring 


let it fall when and how it will, ny heart 4 © foxe , 
truſting in the Lord. Let What will come of it, 


F will rejoyce. As or you, G entlemen, I here Ac 
'n {quit before the World, from being any ways 
ot privy, or conſenting ro my Deſign; for you 
of lnew me no more than the reſt 2 the World + 


19 and I would not for all I am worth, and a Thou- 


in ſand times more, you or your Good Deſign . 


should fare the worſe on my Account. Leave 
me to God and my ſelf, for to my own Maſter 1 © 
tand or fall. I hank God, Iam — 58 both the 
opes and Fears of Man; and neither need nor 
deſire any ones Countenance or Protection: Fa 
od is my ſuield, aud exceeding great reward: and 
tho tis not wle, that bonds and Mickie: 74 


abi 


God has been mock d, abommabh woc d, | 


Majeſty, the late dreadf ul and aner carp! 1d Storm. 5 


Zeal for Wm when all hs directly leyel[d : 
bly of Mockers the Players, in their Macbeth, and 5 


again, I'm afraid, he'll ſpeak with a vengeance. 


down an Hurricane upon my own Head; and 
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